DRAFT MINUTES

IDE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 15th May 2013
Present: Barry Hookins (Chairman), Nick Bradley, Matt Ward, Peter Pattison, John Smart, Louise Watson, Sarah Tiley, Chris Bishop.
Also in attendance: Rose Saunders (Clerk), John Goodey (T.D.C. Councillor). There was one member of the public present.
Public Participation: A representative of the “C50 campaign group” advised that they will resume their campaign in the Autumn – to get a consistent name for the road and to achieve a lowering of the speed limit to 50 mph, or preferably 40 mph. 

All agreed that a letter will be sent on behalf of the Parish Council to Devon Highways voicing support for this action.
1. Apologies for absence: Sally Cooke
2. Declarations of Interest: Chris Bishop – allotment holder
3. Minutes of the last meeting: The minutes of 20th March were approved and signed by the Chairman as being a correct record of the meeting.
4. Progress reports for information:
· C50 – see public participation above.
· Manhole cover outside No 7 Fore Street – This has now been repaired.
· Cemetery –Quotes for the provision of a handrail and repairs to the fencing were considered. It was decided that Peter Yendell’s quote, the lowest tendered, was to be accepted.
Action point: Sarah to contact and confirm.
· Flower beds at left hand side of Car Park – two quotes have been received for the tidying of this ground.  It was agreed that Ladybird Gardeners would be asked to undertake the work at a cost of £25.
Action point: Clerk to contact and confirm.   
· The path between Ide Straight & the College – A “chicaned gate” has been installed.  The hedges can now be cut back as it is now not accessible to horses.
Action point: Louise to arrange hedge cutting.
· Flooding in Fore Street – Clearing of “trash screen”.  No progress to report re the drain outside the hall following the meeting with Jamie Hewitt. 
Strutt and Parker have given written agreement on behalf of the Church Commissioners for Bob Lowton to have access to the trash screen, but advised that the Parish Council would be liable for any damage to the land or crops.
        Action point: Barry to contact Bob Lowton. Nick to discuss with the farmer, Will Clack.
· Broken fence on corner at Earles Court – The broken fence and the damage to the structure of the bank of the stream at Earles Court corner was reported to Highways in May and followed up by email. No repairs have been undertaken.
Action point: John Goodey will chase for action.
· Neighbourhood Plan Update (Chris Bishop): TDC have granted approval of the Designated Area, the first step of what will be a long slow process. It was agreed that a steering group will be set up for members of the community to assist with the plan.
Action point: Chris to ask in Ide Times for interested parties to make contact.
Nick advised that there is no planning application in place for the development of Pynes Farm but it was agreed that the PC would welcome a sensible development of this farm site in line with the neighbourhood plan.
· Allotments – The work on the boundary hedge has been completed at a cost of £400.  As £500 was received from Devon CC last year to cover this cost, Rose has arranged to return the unspent £100.
There is no progress to report on finding a new plot of land to site the allotments. 

The path beside the MUGA at the school has not yet been repaired.  The response from Devon CC states that this is an issue for the school to resolve and that there is an insurance claim in hand.

Action point: if the access path to the allotments has not been repaired by the end of the school summer holidays Nick is to write to Devon CC again.
· Coronation Gardens – it was agreed that Ladybird Gardeners would be asked to quote for the maintenance of the gardens, after they have completed the job at the Car Park, as we have just one other quote from Forget-me-Not.

· Hawthorn’s Accounting Service – New PAYE system makes it more sensible for the Clerk to be paid monthly instead of bi-monthly as at present.  The annual charge has been quoted at £70 for this tax year rising to £80 for next year.  All agreed to accept new fees.
· Village Car Park – Two quotes have been received for re-surfacing - £6,500 and £5,000.  As this was not regarded as urgent it was agreed to contact Bob Lowton to obtain a quote for “making good”.
Action point: Barry to contact Bob Lowton for quote and to ask TDC if any grants are available to fund this work

· Drain cover outside 17 Fore Street. (Clerk had referred to this as a manhole cover on the agenda!)  This has been reported to Highways many times and has still not been repaired.  
Action point: Barry will report again, emphasising how dangerous this is.
5. New items arising:

· Power supply in Car Park – Following the removal of the Community Shop Portacabin, Western Power have removed the electricity meter but have left a closed off power supply.  It is safe and there is no cost involved and may be of use in the future. All agreed to leave this in place. 
· Dog Waste Bin in High Street – it was considered not to be appropriate at this time. 
· Bus Shelter Notice Board.  All approved of the sign stating that this board is for advertising local events and that any out of date or inappropriate notices/adverts will be removed.

· Cemetery – The sign at the Station Road entrance is in poor repair.  To be discussed at next meeting.
· Repair of wall beside steps next to Coronation Gardens.  This was brought to the attention of Devon CC who sent someone to see it but unfortunately they couldn’t find it.  It was reported again but there has been no reply.

Action point: Barry to follow this up.

· Membership of the Community Council of Devon- the annual fee is £50 to include membership of the Playing Fields Association. All decided against joining as it was not thought that Ide would benefit from membership.

6. Finance: 
· Receipts and Payments since 1st April 2013 – The half yearly precept of £3,000 has been received, VAT totalling £595.56 has been re-claimed from HMRC and £900 has been paid in relating to Cemetery receipts. Payments out totalled £938.  The resulting bank balance was £8,430.35 credit.
· Annual Insurance – AON advise that the annual premium of £855.57 is due on 1st June 2013. This showed a reduction in the premium from £890 last year.  It was agreed to continue with AON for this coming year but that we would obtain quotes from other insurers for comparison next year.
7. 
Recent Planning Applications:
· 11 Fore Street, Ide – Garage and Porch – approved
· Ide First School – conversion of garage into play area – awaiting decision

· Reed Cottage, Rollsbridge, Ide – conversion of barns into two dwellings – approved
· 3 Station Road, Ide – felling of one tree – approved
8.
Councillors’ Reports: 

Sarah has been approached by a resident of The Hams regarding the flooding situation.  She has photographs of the drains taken three weeks after they had been cleared and it is obvious when there is any heavy rainfall that there is a problem.  This has been reported to Jamie Hewitt at Devon CC.  Sarah will forward the photos to Alan Connett as the residents have serious concerns about their properties.

Barry reported that the post holding the tap in the Cemetery had broken and as this needed repairing straight away arranged for Kevin Taborn to fix it at a cost of £40.   
9. 
Correspondence Received: 

The Exminster and Rural Crime Report was received from Ian Stevens, Neighbourhood Police Sergeant, Devon & Cornwall Police.  This will be available by email on a regular basis.

Promotional leaflet for sale of Street furniture from Glasdon U K Ltd

Clerks and Councils Direct magazines
The Clerk had received a phone call from a resident who is proposing to plant a Memorial Rose Garden by the new wall at the entrance to the Churchyard.  As he will attend the next meeting to present his plans to the Parish Council, this will be added to the July agenda.
Date of next meeting:  Wednesday 17th July 2013, Ide Memorial Hall, 7:30pm
Minutes Signed……………………………….. 
Date…………………………….
(Mr Barry Hookins – Chairman)
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