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IDE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 20th November 2013

Present: Barry Hookins, Nick Bradley, Peter Pattison, John Smart, Louise Watson, Sarah Tiley, Sally Cooke, Matt Ward.

Also in attendance: Rose Saunders (Clerk), Teignbridge District Councillors John Goodey and Kevin Lake. There were three members of the public present.

Public Participation: Jackie Chadwick voiced her concerns about the state of Coronation Gardens and offered to take over its maintenance together with Nikki Gardner.  She was asked to submit a quote for the work for consideration at January’s meeting.

(Nick Bradley and Matt Ward arrive)

Brenda Spivey and Karen Martin attended on behalf of the Memorial Hall committee to request the support of the Parish Council for the Hall Renovation Project, both financially and by backing any applications for grants.  This will be added to the agenda for January’s meeting for further discussion.
1.  Apologies for absence: Chris Bishop

2.  Declarations of Interest : None declared.
3.  Minutes of the last meeting: The minutes of 18th September 2013 were approved and signed by the Chairman as being a correct record of the meeting.
4.  Progress reports for information:

a.   Cemetery –  update on provision of sign at Station Road entrance -  (Sarah Tiley)

The new sign has been produced but the existing post has been found to be unsafe and a further £80 is required for a new one.  All approved this extra expense and Sarah will arrange for the new post and sign to be installed.

b.   Neighbourhood Plan - (Peter Pattison)

Peter advised that Chris is attempting to arrange a meeting of the sub-committee in mid January.  There will be an open meeting for the village to attend later in the Spring.

c.    Allotments - (Nick Bradley)

The work on the path around the MUGA is due to commence in December.

The holders of the two allotments which have not been fully cultivated have been contacted and have been given until the end of April 2014 to make improvements.  The situation will then be reviewed again.

d.    Repair of wall beside steps next to Coronation Gardens - This has been carried out and the barriers have been re-painted.
e.  Broadband – petition to increase Broadband speed for the village. 
Barry confirmed that the Broadband connection has reached the village and expects BT to provide the improved service within the next month.

f.  Appointment of Snow Warden - Barry confirmed that Dave Black has agreed to continue in this role and that there is a good supply of road grit in the road-side bins and the store.

g.  Gulleys at the side of High Street - there is overgrowth of plants from the wall adjacent to the Congregational Church. Action point: Barry to email Jamie Hewitt to request lengthsman to attend and Rose to mention in Ide Times.

h.   Car Park - issues raised regarding cars parking too close to the stile: Sarah confirmed that this has improved.

i.   Consideration of need for Village handyman/woman - All agreed that there is a need for someone local to be “on hand” to undertake small jobs around the village.  Three people had approached Barry and he will make contact when the need arises.

5.   New items arising: 

a.   Ide Parish Fund  

It was suggested that an amount be set aside from the Precept each year to be used for the benefit of voluntary organisations within the village.  A sub-committee would be set up to consider applications.  All agreed in principle to this idea.  To be discussed at January’s meeting.

b.  Commemoration of the Centenary of the start of the First World War 

Councillors were asked to consider if and how Ide should mark this centenary.  Ideas to be brought to January’s meeting.

c.  Play Area 
Complaints have been received about the maintenance of the Play Area and equipment.  Barry will meet with the complainants to agree what improvements are necessary and will obtain quotes for consideration.  As little had been spent on the Play Area in recent years it was agreed that funds from this year’s Precept should be allocated to cover this.   There may be a small amount of funding available from Teignbridge DC for this.

6. 
  Finance:

a.  Receipts and Payments since 18th September 2013 – The present balance is £7,756.96  Expenditure of £1,620.07 relates to regular village maintenance, clerk’s wages and improvements to the cemetery. Payments received were £3,000 from Teignbridge DC Precept and £144 for cemetery fees.

b.  To consider budget for 2014/2015 - It will be necessary to claim next year’s Precept payment in January.  This has been £6,000 for the last two years, having dropped from £7,000.  To be confirmed at January’s meeting.

7. 
Recent Planning Applications:

· Land at Whiddon Lane – erection of store for horticultural machinery and implements – application withdrawn - then re- submitted - then withdrawn again
· Mr M Stevens, Polehouse Lane - agricultural building - awaiting decision
· Bowhay Farm, Shillingford Abbot - solar panel farm - REFUSED
· Ide First School - additional classroom - awaiting decision
· Land adjoining Sunnybrook Cottage - outline for erection of dwelling - REFUSED
A certificate of lawfulness for existing use of buildings for storage has been received relating to ‘Land on South side of Alphin Brook”

8. Councillors’ Reports: 

Louise voiced concerns about the state of the road between Station Road and The Green, which is particularly dangerous for pedestrians in the dark.  Patching has been done in the past but this needs reporting again.

On a positive note Sarah advised that the situation has improved at the bottom of The Green following the clearing of drains.  There was no flooding reported after the recent heavy rains.

9. 
Correspondence Received: 

· Healthwatch magazine
· “Travelling in Winter” leaflet
· Emails regarding cuts to street lighting - this information will be circulated via Ide Times.
Date of next meeting:  Wednesday 15th January 2014 Ide Memorial Hall, 7:30pm

Minutes Signed……………………………….. 
Date…………………………….

(Mr Barry Hookins – Chairman)
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