




IDE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 19th March 2014
Present: Barry Hookins (Chairman), Nick Bradley, Peter Pattison, Chris Bishop, Sally Cooke, Sarah Tiley, John Smart, Matt Ward.

Also in attendance: Rose Saunders (Clerk), Teignbridge District Councillor John Goodey. There were three members of the public present.

Public Participation: 
Robin Wakinshaw advised that the Fordlands Brook which fronts The College is not being regularly dredged and the responsibility for this area is divided between the Environment Agency and Devon Highways.  He asked that the Parish Council write to the two agencies to request that this work be undertaken soon and that dredging of Fordlands Brook be included in their regular maintenance programme. 
(Nick Bradley arrives)

It was agreed that the Clerk would liaise with Robin and send letters as requested.

Jackie Chadwick had carried out work to tidy Coronation Gardens and asked if the accumulated clippings/prunings could be collected and disposed of.  Peter Pattison offered to do this.

She also pointed out that the slatted table in the gardens is broken and is concerned that children could get hurt.  Barry will see what repairs are required and contact Sean Millar to ask him to remind parents that children should not climb on the table.

(Matt Ward arrives)

Peter Satterly had prepared suggested wording of a plaque that he wishes to place at the Memorial Rose Garden and this was circulated for approval.  Instead of attaching it to the wall he wishes to place it on a large stone (from a garden roller).  Barry had seen this stone and thought it acceptable for this purpose.  All agreed that Peter could go ahead with his plan.
1. Apologies for absence: Apologies had been received from Louise Watson. Alan Connett (Devon County Councillor) and Kevin Lake (Teignbridge District Councillor) were also unable to attend.  Nick Bradley had advised that he would be late due to surgery commitments.
2.  Declarations of Interest: None declared.
3.  Minutes of the last meeting: The minutes of 15th January 2014 were approved and signed by the Chairman as being a correct record of the meeting.
4.  Progress reports for information:

a. Neighbourhood Plan (Chris Bishop) – There have been two meetings of the steering group and they have also met with Claire Blaney at Forde House.  They are arranging an open day to be held at the Memorial Hall and this will be preceded by a questionnaire that will need to be delivered or sent to all households.  John Goodey offered his assistance. 
b. Allotments (Nick Bradley) – There is a lot of progress being made on the MUGA site and the work is probably half completed.  There is a path at the western side open for access to the allotments. 
Two allotment holders had been written to and given notice to bring their plots in order – one of them has complied but there is another month until this will reviewed again.  
Barry advised that building work will start at the school during the Easter holidays and continue through the summer.  Access to the allotments will be either through the school (weekdays) or a fenced off corridor (evenings and weekends).  Rose will send details of access arrangements to allotment holders.
c.   Village Fund, update on grants issued – £1,000 has been granted to The Ide Memorial renovation project and £150 to the Messy Church.
d.   Commemoration of the Centenary of 1st World War – consideration of ideas
Suggestions received were – planting a replacement beech tree in the Green, planting of daffodil bulbs and poppy seeds as a feature, perhaps around the entrance to the village.  Sarah will investigate.  Rose will ask for further suggestions in Ide Times.

e.   Play Area – consideration of request for improvements – Barry has met with Angelique Nicholls and a representative of a play equipment company to assess what needs to be purchased.  The PC had been holding £600 from when the Youth Club was wound up and Rose has claimed £689.75 from the Elector’s Fund.  It was unanimously agreed to add to these sums from reserves to allocate a total of £2,000.  Angelique is also applying for funding from other sources. 
John Goodey advised that she should apply to him and Kevin Lake as there may be a grant available from the Councillors Fund.  He will bring the application form to the next PC meeting.
f.  Village in Bloom – consideration of entering competition in 2015 – Information had been received about the Village in Bloom/Devon Best Kept Village competition 2014 but it was considered too late to organise it for this year.  It was agreed to consider this at a later date for next year. 
g.   Pothole at mini-roundabout – update – Barry advised that this has been filled in.
h.   Whiddon Lane hedges – update on state of repair  - the state of the hedge had been brought to Bob Lowton’s attention.  Progress to be monitored.

i.     Fencing around Village Car Park – consideration of quotes – One verbal quote received so far to replace metal chain fencing.  Barry will obtain more quotes for different types of fencing.
j.     Stone wall adjacent to churchyard – update on state of repair – Peter advised that the problem has been rectified.

k.     Memorial Rose Garden – see public participation above.
5. New items arising: 

a.    Complaint re height of trees opposite The College - The complainant will contact Western Power as the trees are close to power lines.  If no response the PC will attempt to trace and contact landowner

b.    Complaint re parking opposite Ide School – Barry will ask Sean Millar to advise parents through the regular newsletter.  If no improvement the Traffic Enforcement Officer will be asked to attend.

c.    Notification of change of bus service providers – we have been advised that “Country Bus” will take over from Dartline for the 360 service with effect from 7th April.  A notice has been placed in Ide Times.

d.    Application for grant from Teignbridge DC Elector Fund – see 4e above - £1.55 per elector was available for community projects that are of benefit of residents of more than one Parish.  With support from Dunchideock PC, Councillors Alan Connett, Kevin Lake and John Goodey, a successful claim for £689.75 to be spent on the Play Area was made.
e.    Complaint re overgrown hedges between Coronation Gardens and The Hams – this has been discussed with the relevant householders who have agreed to cut their hedges.
6. 
  Finance:

a.  Receipts and Payments since 15th January 2014 – Current account £5,132.57, Deposit account £696.47, cheques outstanding £553.58 resulting in a balance of £5,275.46 credit.   

There are payments to be made by the end of the month totalling approx. £400 and the Elector’s Fund grant of £689.75 is being credited (received 19th March).
There is £451 to be reclaimed from VAT paid.

b.  To agree budget for 2014/2015 – £300 had been added to January’s suggested figures to cover the annual clearing of the trash screen.  
The schedule showing the cemetery fees for 2014/2015 being increased in line with RPI was circulated for consideration.

The budget and revised schedule of cemetery fees were approved.
7. Recent Planning Applications:

· roved
· Mr M Stevens, Polehouse Lane - agricultural building - awaiting decision
· Mr & Mrs Knott, land off Polehouse Lane - new agricultural access – awaiting decision
8. Councillors’ Reports: 

Sarah voiced concerns about the condition of the large tree at Cann’s House in Station Road, particularly after the winter storms. There have been loose stones from the wall and several fallen boughs.  
Peter advised that the sycamore trees in the churchyard are getting too large. 
Action point: Sarah to arrange to get these trees assessed.

9. 
Correspondence Received: 

· Notification of changes to library timetable.
· Email from Zurich Insurance offering quote – Rose to contact as AON renewal is due in May.
· Email regarding funding available through Rural Aid.  Grants of up to £5,000 are available for Community projects that meet certain criteria.  May be useful for the Village Hall or the Community Shop.  Hall would be given first opportunity but claim must be in by 16th May and be approved by Parish Council (only one claim per Parish is allowed).  Rose will liaise with Brenda Spivey.
· Notification of changes to Recycling Centre opening hours – to Ide Times.
· Clerks and Councils Direct magazine.
· Email from Teignbridge Neighbourhood Watch asking for financial support – declined
Date of next meeting to include AGM:  
Wednesday 21st May 2014 - Ide Memorial Hall, 7:30pm
Minutes Signed……………………………….. 
Date…………………………….

(Mr Barry Hookins – Chairman)
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