
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

             A farewell from Scot and Linda who have moved  

                       their business out of the building next to the hall. 
 
 

 

                                
        Malcolm, Chris and Lynn looking after the bar at the Twinning   
                       BBQ on the Green on the 4th July 

 
 

                             
 

    AUGUST  2015 
 

 



                                          

FORGET-ME-NOT 
GARDENING SERVICES 

A small team of local, 

male and female gardeners. 

Further information from: 

Alison Creasy 01392 811889 

or 07776 135944 

                             

AR MOTOR SERVICES 
 

GENERAL VEHICLE REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE 

Total customer care and satisfaction 

8 Church Road, Alphington, Exeter, EX2 8SB 

Tel: 01392 203027 

 

Computer Repairs 

Call Graham on:  01392 823959                
07745 761561 

 

Devon PC Doctor 
Exminster 

 

Speed up Slow PC 
Virus Removal 

Upgrades 
Internet Problems 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 
 

Major Credit Cards Accepted 
 

 

D P JONES 

Plumbing and Heating 

 

 Bathroom design and installation 
     (including building works, electrics, 
     Ceramic tiling and underfloor heating) 

 Boiler replacement and system upgrades 

 Full gas central heating installation 

 Boiler repairs, maintenance & Servicing 

 Kitchen installations 

 Landlord Gas Certificates 

 Free estimates 
 

Exeter 01392 468660      Mobile 07866 385816 
dpjonesplumbing@gmail.com 

www.dp-jones.co.uk 

   MrT 
CUSTOM CLOTHING 

T’s, Polos, Sweats, Hoodies 
printed or embroidered 

Unit 8, Ashton Road, Marsh Barton, Exeter, EX2 8LN 

01392 203085   www.stillings.co.uk 
                                                        

 

THE IRONING LADY 
 

For all your domestic ironing 
needs - situated in Ide 

Contact: Sharon Fleming 
07588004615 

sc.fleming@hotmail.co.uk 

                                               

HAIR BY SUZY 
 

Ide Village Hairdresser 

20 years' experience 

 

Tel: 077538 99729 

Or 01392 439105 

                                                    

BEST CHIMNEY CLEAN Ltd 
Jonathan Miles,  

(APICS & HETAS approved) 
Quillets, Little John’s Cross Hill, 

Exeter. Devon, EX2 9PL  

Exeter (01392) 254120 
(24 hour answering service) 

e: hello@bestchimneyclean.co.uk 

http://www.stillings.co.uk/
mailto:best1@tamarbrushes.co.uk


               

AUGUST 2015  
  
 By the time you read this the children will have 
broken up from school and many will be off on holiday.  
July has been a busy month with lots of events to 
enjoy - nearly all in sunshine.  August is a quieter 
month as organisations have a break.  However, the 
Congregational Church has plenty of activities for the 
school holidays and we have the Ide Show to look forward to in September. 
 Items for the September edition of the Ide Times should be sent to me 
at brendaspivey123@btinternet.com by the 20th August.    
         

                                                                                    Brenda Spivey (tel: 275784)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Community Shop Opening Hours:    (Tel. 410035)  

Monday – Friday  8am – 12 noon  and  3pm – 7pm 
Saturdays   8am – 1pm    

(Please note that the shop is not open on Saturday afternoons)   
Sundays & Bank Holidays 9am – 12 noon 
 

Post Office Opening Hours 
Monday – Friday  9am – 11.45am  and  3pm – 5pm  
Saturdays   9am – 12 noon. 
Sundays and Bank Holidays    CLOSED 
 

**************************************************************************************** 
IDE MEMORIAL HALL – to book the hall for your event/party please contact 
Carol Whitehart on 01392 213608. 
**************************************************************************************** 
 
The Mobile Library will be in the Huntsman car park, Ide, from 11.45am to 
12.30 on Monday, 3rd August and also, unusually, on Thursday, 27th August, 
as the following Monday is a Bank Holiday.   
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  USEFUL NUMBERS 
  Community Policeman:  101 
  The Revd Mark Nightingale: 01392 494741, mark.nightingale@me.com 
  Doctor: Dr S.Vercoe:  01392 439868 
  M.P.  Mel Stride: 02072 197037 melstride.mp@parliament.uk 
                    



IDE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Play Area:  You may have noticed that preparation work has started at the 
Play Area.  Various working parties have been arranged and we wish to thank 
everyone who has given of their time to help. 
We are fortunate to have been awarded £10,000 of Big Lottery funds and 
have received grants from Teignbridge District Council, Devon County 
Council and Ide Community Shop.  Any extra funds and assistance would be 
gratefully received.  The new play equipment is due to be installed in early 
September.  In the meantime, the Play Area will be closed at times when it is 
deemed to be unsafe. 
 
Ide Village Fund: – There is funding set aside from Parish Council reserves 
for voluntary organisations within the village to apply for if it is shown to be for 
the benefit of the community.  A recent application from Ide Netball Club for 
funds to purchase kit has been approved.  
 
Keep Ide Tidy:  If you post notices around the village to advertise an event, 
please remember to take them down afterwards.  Thank you.   
 
Notice Boards:  The Notice Board at the Bus Shelter is primarily for 
advertising LOCAL events.  Any other notices are allowed at the Parish 
Council’s discretion.  Official Parish Notices are on display in Coronation 
Gardens. 
 
Parish Council Meeting - The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 
15th July are on display on the Parish Notice Board in Coronation Gardens 
and are also available on the website. 
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 16th September 2015 at 7.30 
in the Memorial Hall.   
If you have anything you wish to be discussed please bring it to the attention 
of one of the Councillors or contact the clerk for it to be included on the 
agenda.  You are welcome to attend the meetings and there is a ten minutes’ 
slot allocated for public participation. 
 
Contact us: The contact details for the Parish Council are shown below.   
Village website – www.idevillage.org.uk 
Barry Hookins, Chairman, 01392 215726 Mobile 07591 551162 or email 
barry.hookins@fsmail.net  
Rose Saunders, Clerk, 01392 420461, Mobile 07776 300686 or email 
ideparishclerk@gmail.com 
 
The Councillors are: Barry Hookins (Chairman), Chris Bishop, Nick Bradley, 
Peter Pattison, John Smart, Sarah Tiley, Louise Watson and Andy Swain. 
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                                            JUBILEE CLUB  
 
  On June 22nd we decamped to Longdown village hall for our annual 
strawberry tea.  It was good to have such an excellent attendance for this 
rather special meeting.  The band of ever willing helpers were busy preparing 
the delicious strawberries, kindly donated, laying the tables and arranging 
flowers, with of course time to all sit down for a sustaining pasty and cup of 
tea. We welcomed Beryl`s daughter Jill. Jan and Brian who came to entertain 
us with their delightful singing.  We had tunes well known to us, Side by Side, 
I see the Moon, a selection of Jim Reeves, Gracie Fields, and so many old 
favourites much loved by our age group - well they were the best! - the songs 
as well as us of course!  Lots of delicious tea was supplied by Ian Seward of 
the Walled Garden and completed a fun day.  
 

 July 6th saw us off on our travels 
to Minehead, where we had lunch 
before boarding a steam train, bound 
for Bishops Lydeard. The jubilee Club 
had their very own carriage, and it was 
noted that we were the noisiest on the 
train! All just good honest jocularity. 
Joyce was rather pleased to have run 
the train driver down, well not literally, 
he did 
offer 
her a 

job as a stoker!   She invited him home but 
he said he couldn't leave his beloved engine! 
The smells and sounds combined with 
sedate pace, set us in a very relaxed frame 
of mind.  Jimmy Powell was waiting for us at 
Bishops Lydeard to return us to Ide. A good 
day out.  
 
  No meetings in August.  Beryl rang 
wishing everyone a happy holiday time.  
 
Diary Dates:  
September 7th   Back we come with Bingo  
September 21st  Outing with plans to go to Jamacia Inn on Bodmin Moor for 
lunch.  
 
                 Jean Hoskin  

 
3. 



 
  

 

IDE COMMUNITY SHOP & POST OFFICE 
 

 Picture the scene, its 400,000 BC or thereabouts (maybe a million years 
earlier*) acrid smoke fills the air, and the ground is still painfully hot underfoot. 
Their skins grey with ash, the starving hunters are desperate for something to 
take back to the rest of the tribe, but the forest fires have consumed 
everything. Suddenly, one of them spots a carcass that hasn’t been reduced 
to charcoal by the fire. He eagerly extracts some of the molten fat and flesh 
on the end of his spear and tentatively puts it in his mouth…his eyes light up 
with pleasure and….the barbeque is born!!   
In contrast to the rather hit and miss availability of BBQ items in prehistoric 
times, we now have everything you need for the perfect BBQ …charcoal, 
BBQ trays, delicious sausages and burgers from Kenniford farm, veggie 
burgers and a range of sauces. As the sausages and burgers tend to sell out 
quite quickly, if you are planning a BBQ, you might like to order your 
Kenniford items in advance. 
 Again, a very big thank you to all the volunteers who have stepped 
in, often at very short notice, to keep the shop running as many  of our 
regulars take well-earned holidays.  
*Anthropologists can’t agree as to when our human ancestors started using fire and cooking their 
food. Some believe that the increased nutritional value of cooked food may have been a key factor 
in bringing about the huge increase in brain size that occurred early in human evolution. Others 
think that the development of our supersized brains was more likely the result of including meat in 
the diet. Disclaimer: This, of course, has no relevance to brain size in present day vegetarians! 

 Post Office News 

You may have noticed that we have a 

new display board behind the post 

office counter and we would like your 

help to fill some of the space. Many of 

you buy your foreign currency through 

the Post Office (thank you) and we 

thought it would be nice to see what 

you did with it, so we would welcome 

postcards or photos showing us where 

and how you spent it. 

If you are going away this summer then do have a look at our travel insurance 

and travel money card, you can pick up a leaflet or go on the Post Office 

website to find out more. 

On a less cheerful note, Premium Bonds will no longer be available through 

Post Offices after the 31st July as NS&I  have decided not to renew their 

contract with Post Office Ltd.   
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IDE WHEELERS 

 

 Not much rain about is there? Nice for being outdoors, but not good for 
the garden.  
 
 Ide Wheelers had a very pleasant canal and estuarine outing early in 
July, the party varying in ages from 4 to 80. Oddly, we had a headwind out, 
and a headwind back, as the wind swung around during the course of the 
afternoon.  
  
 Powderham church proved a very pleasant and shady location for 
lunchtime picnic, items being shared. The church is that of St Clement, he 
being apparently one of the first bishops of Rome, and is the patron saint of 
metalworkers. Ideal if you need your bike frame fixed then. Ex-Exeter redcoat 
Sylvia (Moore) enlightened us regarding aspects of the Earls of Devon, this 
being the Courtenay family, as the church is their family church (one of them 
is actually the current churchwarden). It was the Courtenay family who 
caused the Exeter Canal to be built, as they plonked a weir (no longer there) 
on the Exe  upstream of Countess Wear forcing shipping trade to use the 
Courtenay’s docks at Topsham instead of the municipal docks at Exeter. The 
Courtenay’s then charged ship-owners lots of money to use Topsham docks. 
Cunning.  
 
 We also had a stop at the excellent Lock Café on the canal banks 
opposite Topsham. Cakes were not resisted.  
 
 A request from 
Ide’s resident road&traffic 
‘grand fromage’ Dave 
Black led to a small group 
of us attending (trumpets 
please) the official 
opening of the new 
bridge over the A38 at 
Stover. Dave, who does 
indeed have some high-
faluting job title to do with 
highways, was concerned 
that no-one would turn 
up, but as you can see 
from the photo, lots did! 
The new bridge is for 
cyclists, pedestrians and 
horse-riders etc, and links 
Bovey Tracey with Newton Abbot. Hitherto the bridleway/cyclepath led to the  
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edges of the A38, then you had to cross the Devon Expressway on foot - just 
the thing for Tufty Club members to sharpen their road skills with. We stood 
nicely for photos, asked who the people with ceremonial garb were, and 
availed ourselves of the (free) celebratory buffet on offer in Stover Park. This 
took some finding, but was worth the effort. Dave had made some nice food 
including some smoked salmon sandwiches. He said he caught the salmon 
that morning from Stover Lake on float-fished maggots but we didn’t believe 
him.  
 Two or three IWCC’ers will be pedalling from Bath to Exmouth overnight 
on the first weekend of August, in the (not very) famous ‘Exmouth Exodus’ 
(movement of jarred people). We’ll be starting at 10pm, arriving Exmouth 
sometime in November I expect. At least one of the party is going to cycle up 
to the start. They are setting off two weeks ago. And will probably arrive late.  
 
                                                                                  Pete Bishop 
 
**************************************************************************************** 

IDE ROAD CLOSURE 

 
 By the time you read this work will probably be well under way in Ide 
High Street and Fore Street.  Everyone should have received a letter giving 
details saying that the village street will be closed from the 27th July to 31st 
July for drainage work and from the 3rd to 10th August for resurfacing. 
 
360 Bus - Whilst the work is in progress the 360 bus will be unable to come 
through Ide from and to Dunchideock.  It will be necessary to catch the 360 
bus (and alight from it) at the War Memorial. 
 
**************************************************************************************** 

THE HUNTSMAN INN 
 
 I would like to thank everyone for an 
outstanding opening night here at the Huntsman.  
It was great fun but would have been nothing 
without the village turnout.  I'd also like to give 
special thanks to Tony and Simon from the 
Poachers for their invaluable help.  Cheers gents! 
 You will see from our advert on the back cover that Sunday roasts are 
being served again at the Huntsman - main course £11 each, 2 courses are 
£13.50 (children's portions, vegetarian and fish options also available).  
Times are 12.30 and 2.30 - booking recommended.  Tel: 01392 272779. 
 We also offer a full lunch menu (Tuesday to Saturday 12 - 2.30) and 
evening menu (Tuesday to Saturday 6 - 9pm).  Our new menu is available to 
view at www.thehuntsmaninn.com                                   Andy 
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IDE ALOUD NEWS 

 

 Ide Aloud have had a great summer this year and are just about to 
hang up their music until the 7th September when we start again. 

 We celebrated our 7th Birthday with a concert in the Ide School Hall 
and really loved the support of our faithful audience. 

 We will hope that in December we will get more than 
just the faithful to come to our  

 

"For One Night Only - Ide Aloud does Panto!!!" 

So put us in your diaries for the 12th December. 

 

 We have also been asked to sing at the South West gathering of the WI 
who are celebrating their 100th birthday and we will make the rafters ring at 
the Ruffwell Arms in August for a special performance. 

 We are delighted to have been asked to join a mini choir festival 
evening in St David's Church in October, so our fame is spreading far and 
wide! 

 Talking of which, we were recently heard at a symposium in Athens 
(nothing to do with the financial crisis I might add!) as Nigel Walsh was 
commissioned to write an anthem for the occasion and they also used our 
recording of 'Song of Ide' (catch us on You Tube).  Both songs were written 
by Nigel with words by Richard Skinner. 

 We welcome anyone who would like to come and sing with us, singing 
is very beneficial to the health we hear (and we know it is a great stress-
buster), so come along to the Chapel any Monday at 7.30pm from the 7th 
September and try us out - we have a lot of laughs and are learning a wide 
variety of songs from Gospel, 40's songs, to Folk and Pop and many things in 
between. 

 As Neitzche said "Without music, life would be a mistake". 
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Don't queue in traffic come to the............ 

 

ST IDA'S CHURCH - BIG TEA 

Bank Holiday Monday, 31st August 

2.30 to 5pm 

in and maybe outside Ide Church (weather permitting) 

cup of tea, cakes, scones and a chat 

ALL WELCOME 



                                                      

                 IDE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
 

                              
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 By the time we read this the summer holidays will be upon us, and if like 
me it is a time of looking around and thinking what can I do with the children, 
well perhaps the Hub@Ide can offer an albeit partial solution. On Wednesday 
5th, 12th, 19th  and 26th August we are running free children’s craft events, 
together with our now traditional lunch for all who would like to come. As 
important as it is your Hub we would welcome your ideas on activities. A 
flavour of what is to come, as requested on our Facebook Page is 
 
5th August, 11am-2pm – Teddy bears picnic with games, on the green. BYO 
     picnic. 
12th August, 11am-2pm – Chocolate Making with pizza lunch. 
19th August, 11am-2pm – Summer crafts with Fish Finger lunch. 
26th August, 11am-2pm – A scavenger hunt, with small prize, together with         
        yes, a pizza lunch. 
 
 Outside of this it is sad to report that Graham Harry who had recently 
started work with us has been seconded to a National Children’s and Youth 
Team in Manchester......but the work and ideas go on. The latest, I would say 
for boys but yes for boys and girls, is do we invest in a super doper Scalextric 
set?  I know I would like a go, but it is the Community Hub, so what do you 
think? 
 As for what is coming up, August sees a break from our regular coffee 
morning but when the doors are open, which seems most days, Jackie 
welcomes visitors with Fairtrade tea and coffee. 
 Of course you can continue to follow us on our Facebook Page The 
Hub Ide Facebook which increasing numbers do. 
 There are some exciting ideas around the corner, not least something 
new for Christmas (what already...) so watch this space. And remember we 
are here to listen to what you think we could be doing. 
Hope to see you at one of our events. 
 
Adrian Wyatt  
(Church Support and Development Worker. Tel; 07976 362615 Email: 
sheren.wyatt@sky.com)                                                                                                 
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PARISH CHURCH OF SAINT IDA 
 

2nd August  Trinity 9   9.30am Parish Communion 
5th August  First Wednesday  10.30am Holy Communion 
9th August  Trinity 10   9.30am Morning Praise 
16th August Trinity 11   9.30am Parish Communion 
23rd August Trinity 12   8am  Holy Communion 
       No 10am Service 
30th August  Trinity 13   9.30am Parish Communion 
 
 On the 6th July the funeral of Betty Densham took place in Ide Church.  
She was a loyal and much loved member of the congregation and Mothers' 
Union for many years.  Betty, and her late husband, Ray, lived in the Hams 
and were an important part of the village.  Betty originally worked for 
Whippels but in later years was a carer for several local people.  She had 
'green fingers' and loved her garden, and was kindness itself.  Many of us will 
have very happy memories of her.  Rest in peace Betty. 
 
 During August a number of regular groups cease to meet and you will 
see above there is no 10am Family Service on the 23rd August as, from past 
experience, it has been found that a lot of younger people are away on 
holiday then.  Also, there will be no Messy Church in August. 
 
MOTHERS' UNION - There will be the usual prayer meeting following the 
10.30am Service on the 5th August.  All welcome.  We will also be holding a 
Coffee Morning on Wednesday, 26th August, from 10.30am, at 15 Fore 
Street, Ide, by kind invitation of Sue Campbell.  Hopefully the weather will be 
fine and we will be able to enjoy the garden.  There will be a bring and buy, 
cakes, books, etc. and a raffle.  All welcome. 
 

IDE CHURCH BIG TEA! 
 On Bank Holiday Monday, 31st August, if you don't want 
to join the holiday traffic, why not come along to Ide Church for 
a sumptuous tea (with cake and scones and cream, of course!) 
and a chat.  2.30 to 5pm.   All welcome.  If the weather is fine 
we will have tables and chairs outside. 
 
 The rather unattractive fencing round the area of a hole in the 
churchyard has now been removed.  The hole has been filled in and will soon 
have new grass growing on it  and the area will be tidy again. 
 
 If you want to have further details of Ide Church, do have a look at our 
web site www.ideparishchurch.com 
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        IDE SCHOOL FETE     
 

 The School Summer Fete was held this year on Friday, 10th July.  It 
was a beautiful day so we were able to enjoy the outside space the school 
has to offer.   
  
 There were many stalls and activites for all to enjoy.  The main 
attraction seemed to be the Bucking Bronco where a competition was held to 
see who could stay on the longest! 
  
 There was a great community atmosphere with some villagers whose 
children have moved on from the school returning to join in the fun. 
  
 An amazing £1,228.80 profit was raised to fund some exciting projects 
at the school. 
        Selena Morgan 

 
 
      
     

 
**************************************************************************************** 
WANTED........... 
The children's play area at Ide School is being improved and we would like 
some more soil or hardcore to use to fill in an area.  If you can supply some 
please contact either Barry Hookins, Chairman of the Parish Council or 
Angelique on 01392 258794. 
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MESSY CHURCH PICNIC 

Saturday, 11th July 2015 

 
 It was a lovely day for our Messy Church picnic and games on the 
village Green.   
 
 A good crowd arrived with picnic blankets and food.  Jo brought along a 
parachute, which you can see below, and Theo came with cricket bat, ball 
and stumps.  Sheila came armed with a cool box containing a limitless supply 
of jellies, which were enjoyed by us all!   There was no shortage of food or 
things to do.  It was a really good end to our year of Messy Church activities. 
 
 We will start up again on Saturday, 12th September, 10am to 12 noon 
in Ide Church.  Have a lovely holiday.  
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MOTHER'S UNION 

COFFE MORNING 

at 15 Fore Street, Ide 

26th August from 10.30am 

Bring and Buy stall, cakes, books, etc. and Raffle 

All welcome 



THE SNOWDON MIDNIGHT CHALLENGE 

IN AID OF THE ALZHEIMERS SOCIETY 
 
 At Llanberis on the 11th July at 11pm we started walking up Snowdon 
in pouring rain - the wind speed was fresh gale 45 mph.  It was a test of 
resilience on a dark and stormy night.  However, even greater resilience is 
required from families who have someone who is suffering from Alzheimers. 
  
 About 100 of us started the climb with lights on our heads so that we 
could see the way, but  quite early on about a dozen people dropped out.  At 
the first check-point the wind had increased to 54 mph (strong gale) and the 
rain continued.  The wind continued to increase - up to 63 mph at the second 
check-point - and reached 72 mph (storm force) by the third check-point. 
  
 Once the wind is over 70 mph you cannot continue walking as you get 
blown off your feet.  No-one was able to reach the top of Snowdon that night. 
  
 At the end of the walk we were able to have hot showers, which was 
very welcome, but unfortunately the dry change of clothes I was carrying had 
become sodden in my rucksack!   
  
 I might try again next year. 
       Peter Satterly 
 
**************************************************************************************** 
 

THE TODDLERS GROUP 

 
During the School holidays the Toddlers Group will meet in Ide Church on 
Tuesday mornings from 9.30 to 11am.  We have some toys but you might like 
to bring a toy with you to share with others.  Tea, coffee, soft drinks and 
biscuits are provided.  There is a nominal charge of £1.  We will be back in 
school again when term starts in September.   
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CONCERT 

POLICE DOG HOGAN - Folk Band 

Longdown Village Hall 

Friday, 25th September, 7.30pm 

Food and bar available 

Tickets £12 from Marge 01392 811315 or 

Margaret 01392 421703 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  in a 

seed tray or plant pot tray. 

 

Bored with pizzas that 

look like pizzas?  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Please bring your Entries to the Village Hall between 10.00 and 11.30am on 12 September.  
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IDE TWINNING ASSOCIATION 

 
 Our BBQ on the Green on the 4th July was a great success.  The food 
was excellent.  Janet W. was queen of the BBQ with plenty of helpers who 
provided healthy salad to go with the sausages and burgers.  The bar tenders 
had plenty to quench our thirst and the sun shone!   
 We all sat around and chatted and were entertained by Ide Folk.  What 
a pleasant way to spend an evening. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOREST FITNESS: 

  
 Make a fresh start this autumn and try Nordic Walking and Pilates all at 
the beautiful Haldon Forest Park.  Fiona Swan, Pilates and Nordic Walking 
Instructor, now runs weekly Pilates classes at the Ridge Studio at Haldon as 
well as running regular forest walks.  Fiona explains why Pilates and Nordic 
walking are a good combination for fitness.  
 Join us soon for a warm welcome.  Fiona runs free Nordic walking 
taster sessions on a regular basis and the beginners and intermediate Pilates 
classes run term time.  For dates and to find out how to get started contact 
Fiona on 01626 890120 or see www.nordicwalkingdevon.co.uk and 
www.pilatesinexeter.co.uk 
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PAST LIVES - Christine Hookins 
 
 As a 7 year old in the early 50's I went on 
the biggest adventure of my life and moved 
with my mum, dad and brother down to Devon.  
We children left behind our friends and life in a 
smoggy suburb of Manchester, to travel, it 
seemed, to the other side of the world.  My 
mum and dad had bought a brand new 32ft 
caravan which all the neighbours were invited 
to look round.  To tow a vehicle of this length 
was, to say the least, a daunting prospect, and 
to drive with this attached along A-roads was 
no easy feat.  This journey took at least 15 
hours, which seems unbelievable these days.  I 
remember one particular instance when my 
father had to reverse this massive trailer into a 
garage and, horror of horrors, caught the back 
corner of it against a wall.  My father was mortified.  His brand new toy had 
been ravaged, but it didn't dampen our enthusiasm to carry on to our new life.  
Our final destination was Exonia Caravan Park, as it was known then. 
 My first school was Ide First School where Roy and I had to make new 
friends, but we needn't have worried as we fitted in in no time.  Mr Trump was 
the headmaster and oh what a lovely man he was, always interested in his 
pupils' welfare.  He regularly made the rounds of each class and spent time 
asking us questions which we were eager to answer.  During his visits he 
would sit on one of the desks with his hand in one pocket and make us feel at 
ease.  We were transfixed by his bright ginger hair and bushy eyebrows and 
the way he was immaculately dressed in a tweed worsted suit where he kept 
his gold pocket watch in the waistcoat.  Occasionally, he would bring out a 
great basket of apples into the playground at playtime, which we all eagerly 
consumed.   
 Unfortunately, we also had one horrid teacher who regularly used a 
roler across our palms, if we misbehaved.  One memorable incident was 
when a cheeky boy was called to the front to be punished and told to hold his 
hand out to receive the said punishment.  Being very clever he held out a 
rigid palm so that when she delivered the vicious whack the ruler broke in 
two.  The look of astonishment on her face made us erupt with screams of 
laughter until she glared across the room making us go silent with fear just in 
case one of us was next. 
 Sadly, we eventually had to leave Ide and moved on to rented 
accommodation in St Thomas, but I always kept my treasured memories of 
my times in Ide.  Fortunately, when the opportunity arose for Barry and I to 
move here, I relished the chance to live in the place where I felt I belonged 
and which has turned out to be the best decision we ever made. 

15. 



JULY NEWS FROM WEST TOWN FARM 
 

July has seen a lot of change, a lot of hard work and quite a few 
long days for us! We’ve had a music festival, a barn dance and 
calvings galore, so far all great successes. 
  
We even had a C-section which was a little more than our two work 
experience students from West Exe had bargained for. Caesareans don’t 
happen often on a farm like ours, in fact Andy’s only ever seen one before in 
his 33 years farming here and practices have changed quite a lot since the 
last one. Thankfully both mum and her monster calf are doing very well and 
are happy and healthy enough to be out of the sick bay and back in the field. 
  
We also had our big annual cattle drive from West Town Farm up to our land 
at Shillingford. A team of fourteen of us drove the ten cattle quickly and 
efficiently through the village and up the hill, with only one steer causing us 
any grief at all. As we had an extra early start we didn’t even disrupt very 
much traffic. Thank you to those drivers who did have to stop. 
  
Alex, our stockman of the last three years is leaving for flatter, less organic 
pastures new. Luckily, however we’ve found his replacement. Her name is 
Emma and she’s an experienced dairy farmer and recent graduate of the 
Royal agricultural University. We’re very excited for her to start at the end of 
the month. 
  
The Church Commissioners (Andy's landlord) have decided to sell the farm. 
As Andy is a sitting tenant under the Agriculture Holdings Act 1986, his 
tenancy is secure and it will be business as usual. If anyone wants to contact 
Andy to find out more details about this please do contact him 
on: andy@westtownfarm.co.uk 
 

Sian Ewer - Events and Meat Sales  

West Town Farm, Ide, Exeter, EX2 9TG  
 
******************************************************************** 

360 BUS TIMETABLE 

Ide    7.51     10.01      12.39      14.34      15.24      19.19 

Exeter Bus Station           8.13     10.20      12.58      14.53      15.43      19.33 

 

Exeter Bus Station           8.35     11.15      13.10      15.00      16.15      17.55 

Ide                                    8.53     11.33      13.28      15.18      16.33      18.13 

The 6 bus also stops at the bottom of Ide of an evening leaving the Bus Station at 

7.55pm.   

____________________________________________________________________ 

Printed by the University of Exeter, Print & Copy Services, Exeter, EX4 4QJ. Tel: 

01392 723942 
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  The Purrfect Cats’ Hotel 
                           
                      Mrs Pamela Chisholm 

                           Hatfield, 

                           Longdown, 

                           Exeter, EX6 7SR. 

                           Tel: 01392 811682 

A Country Hotel for Cats 

          www.purrfectcatshotel.co.uk                                           

 

TEAM REMOVALS & STORAGE 
01392 811 877 

                                           www.teamremovals.com 
 

                Over 20 years experience in:                               
                                Local – National and European Moves                                                                          
                                                                                                      
                                                                                        

  Special rates for:                                             Professional, friendly                                         
  Senior Citizens,                                                        uniformed staff 
  Disabled,                                                    No obligation quotations 
  Armed Forces,                                                    Competitive prices 
  Public Employees, and                                            Part & full loads 
  Midweek Removals                                 Part & full packing service 

Long and short term container storage 

CHRIS STUDLEY 

GARDEN  MAINTENANCE 
 Hedge Trimming 

 Grass Cutting 

 Tree Surgery 

 Pressure Washing 
 

Mobile: 07971 259434 
             Tel: 01392 829877 

 

 
BED & BREAKFAST ACCOMMODATION 

4 STAR VISIT BRITAIN 
 

MRS NOVA EASTERBROOK 
 

Drakes Farm               Tel: 01392 256814 
Ide                           drakesfarm.devon.co.uk 
Exeter EX2 9RQ 

 

BEST WESTERN LORD HALDON COUNTRY HOTEL 
Dunchideock  - Three miles from Ide 

Parties of all sizes welcome 
Ideal venue for Anniversary Parties and Weddings 

Courtyard Restaurant and Bar 
Bring this advert with you and we will give you 

a bottle of house wine per couple to enjoy with your meal. 

Please call  01392 832483. 

 

 
GARDENS OF DISTINCTION 

National Diploma City and Guilds 
DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL 

Fully insured 
For a free estimate Call 

01392 433128 
mobile 07766 694022 

email  matt.gardens@btinternet.com 

 

 

EXETER  SEWING 
MACHINE CO. 

 
Sewing Machines from £99. 

Sewing & Hat Making Classes 

Zips, Buttons, Threads, etc. 

Sewing Machine Cabinets. 

Dress and Quilting Fabrics. 

Sewing machine service and repair. 

 

Beautiful Hats made to order. 

 

David and Janet Williams, 

7 Heavitree Road, Exeter. 

Tel: 01392 275660 

www.exetersewing.co.uk 

 

PLUMBING & HEATING 

 
GAS, OIL, LPG & SOLAR 

INSTALLATIONS, 

OIL TANK REPLACEMENT 

BOILER SERVICING & REPAIRS 

COMPLETE HEATING 

SYSTEMS 

BATHROOMS AND ALL GENERAL 

PLUMBING 

 

COMPETITIVE  

PERSONAL SERVICE 

CALL 

 

CLIMATE SOLUTIONS 

 

 

Longdown 01392 811420 

BARN HOUSE 
Bed and Breakfast 

 

Chris and Christine Jeans 
Old Ide Lane, Ide, 
Exeter, EX2 9RY. 

 

Tel: 01392 435849 
Mobile: 07885814150 

 

 

G.H.K. 
High Class Decorating Contractors 
Interior and Exterior - Artex Specialists 

Estimates Free 
 

Richard Hayman Tel: 01392 213063 Mob: 07979 854197 
21 Walton Road, Exeter, EX2 5RE 



                                       
 

                                                                           

 

THE HUNTSMAN 

INN, IDE 
 

 
Lunch is served from 12 'til 2.30 (Tuesday - Saturday) 

Evening meals are available from 6 'til 9 (Tuesday - Saturday) 
Our new menu is available to view at 

www.thehuntsmaninn.com 
 

Sunday roasts are served at 12.30 and 2.30pm 
Main course £11; two courses £13.50 

(children's portions, vegetarian and fish options also available) 
Bookings advised  Tel: 01392 272779 
Email: huntsmaninnide@gmail.com 

 

 

Natalie’s Beauty & Make-Up 
A Wide Variety of Beauty 

Treatments Available 
Please contact on 

01392 422586 or 07814739379 
www.natalie-beauty.co.uk 
info@natalie-beauty.co.uk 

 

 

 
 

STITCHING WORKSHOP 
 
 

Local upholsterer 
Specialising in  

Vehicle/contract/commercial 
Seating 

As well as boat, caravan  
And motorhome cushions. 

 
 
 

Contact David on  
01392 758455 

 

CARPETS SUPPLIED DIRECT 

 
CARPET FITTING SERVICE 

 
Tony Pym 

6 Beverley Close, Woodwater Lane 
Exeter 

Tel: 01392 251243 
Mobile: 07802151163 

City Vets 

 
FOR A FRIENDLY, PERSONAL, 

CARING SERVICE –  
SERVING OUR LOCAL 
COMMUNITY’S PETS 

 

ALPHINGTON BRANCH 

12 Lovelace Gardens, 
Alphington. 
Tel: 493999 

 

ST THOMAS BRANCH 

101 Buddle Lane 
St Thomas 
Tel: 250000 

 

Other branches at Whipton (466553) 
and Heavitree (260066) 

www.cityvets.co.uk  
 

 

NEIL SQUIRES 

ROOFING CONTRACTOR 

 

Slating, Tiling and Leadwork 
specialist, Fascias, Guttering, 

Cladding, Shingles 
30 years experience 

If you want a professional, 
reliable and friendly local 

tradesman please give me a ring 
on: 

07779 249203 or 01392 811137 

 
Windyridge, College Lane, 

Longdown, EX6 7SS 
Email Neilsquires70@sky.com 

 

IDE COMMUNITY 
SHOP & 
POST OFFICE 

Your friendly local shop, 
 serving the community 

with plenty of local produce. 
See page 1 of the Ide Times for 

opening times & telephone number 

Estimates Free             Reasonable rates 
 

  ALPHINGTON 

          ELECTRICAL 

                  INSTALLATIONS 

R.T.Perkins, Electrical Contractor 

19 Ide Lane, Alphington, Exeter. 

Tel: 01392 274789  

Mob: 07803 603696 

 

MOTORSIDE LTD 

 

Repairs, Welding, Servicing 
And MOT’s for all makes of vehicles.  

Free car collection and return 
service. 

Rollsbridge, Exeter EX29SU 

01392 437774 

 

 

http://www.natalie-beauty.co.uk/

