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FORGET-ME-NOT 
GARDENING SERVICES 

A small team of local, 

male and female gardeners. 

Further information from: 

Alison Creasy 01392 811889 

or 07776 135944 

                             

AR MOTOR SERVICES 
 

GENERAL VEHICLE REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE 

Total customer care and satisfaction 

8 Church Road, Alphington, Exeter, EX2 8SB 

Tel: 01392 203027 

 

Computer 

 Repairs 

 
Call Graham on:     

 01392 823959   07745 761561 
Devon PC Doctor 

Exminster 
Speed Up Slow PC/Laptop 

Virus Removal 
Upgrades 

Internet Problems 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Major Credit Cards Accepted 
 

 

D P JONES 

Plumbing and Heating 

 

 Bathroom design and installation 
     (including building works, electrics, 
     Ceramic tiling and underfloor heating) 

 Boiler replacement and system upgrades 

 Full gas central heating installation 

 Boiler repairs, maintenance & Servicing 

 Kitchen installations 

 Landlord Gas Certificates 

 Free estimates 
 

Exeter 01392 468660      Mobile 07866 385816 
dpjonesplumbing@gmail.com 

www.dp-jones.co.uk 

 

 

Would you like to advertise in this space?  
Contact Brenda Spivey tel:275784 

                                                        

 

THE IRONING LADY 
 

For all your domestic ironing 
needs - situated in Ide 

Contact: Sharon Fleming 
07588004615 

sc.fleming@hotmail.co.uk 

                                               
HAIR BY SUZY 

 

Ide Village Hairdresser 

20 years' experience 

 

Tel: 077538 99729 

Or 01392 439105 

                                                    

BEST CHIMNEY CLEAN Ltd 
Jonathan Miles,  

(APICS & HETAS approved) 
Quillets, Little John’s Cross Hill, 

Exeter. Devon, EX2 9PL  

Exeter (01392) 254120 
(24 hour answering service) 

e: hello@bestchimneyclean.co.uk 

mailto:best1@tamarbrushes.co.uk


NOVEMBER 2015   
Rather surprisingly, the skies 
actually cleared for the rare 
supermoon lunar eclipse and 
those of you who were up at 
about 3am were rewarded 
with a good view of the 
beautiful, blood moon. If you 
missed it, the next one will be 
in 2033!  
What with last month’s 
Produce Show and the recent 
Harvest service and Lunch     
(pages 8-9) we’ve certainly 
celebrated  the season’s bounty in some style.   
Next big village event is the Community Firework Display at The Poachers on 
November 7th. With wonderful fireworks and excellent refreshments on offer, this 
is always a really great way to celebrate parliament’s narrow escape with family 
and friends! 
The FIS Craft Evening and Christmas Fair should also be great fun (p.3) 
In November, remembrance ceremonies encourage us to reflect on the tragedy 
and sacrifice of war. Appropriately, this month’s Past Lives (page 14), the story of 
one young boy’s experiences in wartime England, is a moving testament to the 
quiet heroism of ordinary people in time of war.   
Items for the December/January edition of the Ide Times should be sent to Brenda 
Spivey (brendaspivey123@btinternet.com ) by 20th November please                 
         Ann Boyce  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Shop Opening Hours:    (Tel. 410035)  
Monday – Friday  8am – 12 noon  and  3pm – 7pm 
Saturdays   8am – 1pm    

(Please note that the shop is not open on Saturday afternoons)   
Sundays & Bank Holidays 9am – 12 noon 

Post Office Opening Hours 
Monday – Friday  9am – 11.45am  and  3pm – 5pm  
Saturdays   9am – 12 noon. 
Sundays and Bank Holidays    CLOSED 

 
IDE MEMORIAL HALL – to book the hall for your event/party please contact Carol 
Whitehart on 01392 213608. 

  USEFUL NUMBERS 
  Community Policeman:  101 
  The Revd Stephen Bessent:  01392 437662 enquiries@alphington.stmichaels.org 

  Congregational Church: Adrian Wyatt 07976 362615 sheren.wyatt@sky.com 
  Doctor: Dr S.Vercoe:  01392 439868 
  M.P.  Mel Stride: 02072 197037 melstride.mp@parliament.uk                    
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The Mobile Library will be in the Huntsman car park, Ide, from 11.45am to 
12.30pm on Monday, 23rd November. 
**************************************************************************************** 

IDE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Contact us: The contact details for the Parish Council are:  
Village website – www.idevillage.org.uk 
Barry Hookins, Chairman, 01392 215726 Mobile 07591 551162 or email 
barry.hookins@fsmail.net  
Rose Saunders, Clerk, 01392 420461, Mobile 07776 300686 or email 
ideparishclerk@gmail.com 

 

                                               PUBLIC NOTICE 

 

Please note that the Ide Rural Skip Service will take  

place at Old Ide Lane on Saturday 7
th

 November 2015,  
from 1pm until 3:30pm. 

 
The following materials CANNOT be accepted: Trade waste, plasterboard, 
asbestos, demolition & construction waste (in excess of 12 rubble sacks), soil, 
tyres, dead pets or animals, food waste, hazardous or toxic wastes, oils and other 
liquid wastes, tree branches in excess of 1.5 metres (5ft).  
Please note that TV’s and computer monitors are accepted by the Rural Skip 
Service. 
 
**************************************************************************************** 

360 BUS TIMETABLE (Revised) 
Ide        7.51     10.01      12.39        14.34          
Exeter Bus Station           8.13     10.20      12.58         14.53          
 
Exeter Bus Station           8.35     11.15      13.10         16.15         17.55 
Ide                                    8.53     11.33      13.28         16.33         18.13 
Note:  The 3pm 360 bus from the bus station to Ide has been 
withdrawn, and also the 19.19 bus from Ide to the bus station. 
(The No. 6 bus which leaves the bus station at 20.15 goes to St David's 
Station (20.25) and then to the bottom of Ide arriving there at 20.34. 
  

This service is for bulky household waste only  

Please do not deposit any waste at the site before the skip has arrived.   

For more information please contact your Parish Council or call the Free 
Recycling Helpline 0800 731 0323 or visit www.teignbridge.gov.uk/ruralskip 
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It's Panto Season! 
Ide Aloud does Cinderella 

Songs and scenes from 

Cinderella seamlessly stitched 

together to sprinkle your Saturday with 

Seasonal Scrumptiousness! 

Saturday 12th December in Ide School Hall 7.30pm. 
Tickets from Ide Community Shop   £5 

Interval snacks available plus liquid refreshment and a draw! 

'Oh no they aren't' 'Oh yes they are' 

 

********************************************************* 

  
Friends of Ide School are holding a craft evening on Thursday 19th November to 
make gifts to sell at our Christmas Fair on Sat 21st November. 
We would love you to join us for an informal evening of mulled wine, mince pies 
and friendly chatter whilst we cut, fill, tie, stick, sew, fold....  Full instructions 
provided and no expertise required! 
If you are an expert, or just a craft enthusiast, do you have an idea for a Christmas 
craft that you could lead?  Please contact Jo Nightingale or Rachel Thomas by 
leaving a message at school (01392 259964).  All materials can be reimbursed. 
Or if you just like making things at home,  we would be very glad to receive any 
donations of crafts to sell. 
All are welcome.  We hope this will be an all-age, community event and look 
forward to welcoming past pupils, parents, grandparents, friends and any other 
supporters. 
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Friends of Ide School 

 

Christmas Fair 
Saturday 21st November  2-4 pm in the School Hall 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://micador.com.au/resources.ashx/Articles/169/ImageFile/D4073A855C28275C11E456E2E9386832/Mini_Tree_Main-image.jpg&imgrefurl=http://micador.com.au/Stuff-We-Know/169/Christmas-Craft-Activity-Mini-Christmas-Tree&h=307&w=609&tbnid=iVmGTlojZQAxNM:&docid=YgZOqh3d-CvIWM&ei=9x4eVt-fKsW3a72JqiA&tbm=isch&ved=0CGcQMygoMChqFQoTCJ_3m-DRwcgCFcXbGgodvYQKBA
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://thebigchangeproject.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/Reindeer-Hot-Chocolate.png&imgrefurl=http://thebigchangeproject.com/hot-hot-hot-hot-chocolate/&h=332&w=372&tbnid=or8Wzu-HslTooM:&docid=SCs1pDDrymCGBM&ei=3B8eVsDrMoSuabL0iogK&tbm=isch&ved=0CFgQMygfMB9qFQoTCMDJvc3SwcgCFQRXGgodMroCoQ


JUBILEE CLUB 

 We had a full bus for our trip on September 21st to Jamaica Inn, the weather was 
not very kind to us, but as a member remarked to me it is good to be in the 
company of other people, and out for the day, positive thinking. 
 
             On   October 5th we had an entertaining talk given by John West from 
Garden Cottage near Morchard Road, John was born in Scotland and made 
several references to his thrifty ways during his life`s journey. Brought up in a 
fishing village, his memories of the week `s routine the fishermen off to sea after 
midnight on Sunday, bringing in the fish later in the week, the sales on Friday, 
they gathered and did what men do on Saturday. Sunday was a day of rest and 
attending the local church. Milk was delivered around the village by the farmers 
the milk dipped out of churns, there were lots of vegetables grown in their 
gardens, and of course much fish. The size of a large cod at that time was as long 
as a 5` 10" man. When he was twelve years old the family moved to central 
Scotland. John studied Chemistry at University and went on to teach in a boy`s 
Catholic school, where the boys were very well behaved, John able to maintain 
order just by the look of an eye! There were many projects keeping the interest of 
the pupils, a rattle snake was ordered, fortunately a grass snake arrived, which 
duly escaped to the linen cupboard , the screams of the woman who discovered it 
could be heard all over the building!  Moving on John went to Sandhurst  and was 
posted to Germany where he had a female batman, he thought it wrong to expect 
her to clean his shoes, having being brought up to clean his own, so hid them 
away!  He gave up in the end when she always managed to find them! It was just 
like being married everything was done for him! After some years a chance of 
redundancy was offered, a good package and a pension, remember his Scottish 
roots, all supplied by the taxpayer thankyou. He moved to London and taught for a 
while before retiring and moving to Devon, buying a house with a bit of land. He 
got a job in Exeter prison, then one day saw a sign for cream teas and descided 
that was what he wanted to do. So now he grows things in his garden, cooks it 
and serves high teas and lunches at his Garden Cottage. Believe me  he is quite a 
character. 
  
 We welcomed two new members Jean Peardon and Trish Revell to the club. 
Sorry to hear Pam Voysey has broken her arm and send our best wishes. 
 
 Members who wish to give shoe boxes to be sent to Moldova ,there will be a list 
of suggested contents at the next meetings, they will be collected at our meeting 
on November 30th. 
 
 DIARY DATES 
November 2nd  A talk by a representative of Freewheelers. 
November 16th A chance to do Christmas Shopping on a trip to Otter Nurseries 
November 30th  Christmas Bingo 
December 14th  Christmas Party       Jean Hoskin 
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IDE COMMUNITY SHOP & POST OFFICE 

 
 
Arthur’s Butchery & Delicatessen in Topsham is now supplying the shop with fresh 
meat – deliveries on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, so at last we have a 
regular supply of locally-sourced beef and lamb. Many of you have now tried this 
meat and the feedback is excellent, it’s delicious and very good value, so why not 
buy some and let us know what you think? You might like to try one of our new 

wines with it,  such as “Porta 6”, a Portuguese wine that 
James Martin on Saturday Kitchen Live described as “one of 
the best he has tasted in the last 10 years” – it goes 
particularly well with lamb. 

 
Those of you who prefer organic eggs will be aware that on 
occasions this year, we have not been able to supply these and 
so, in agreement with Shillingford Organics, we will be using 
Ladilay organic free range eggs. There will be a delivery every 
Wednesday. We are assured of their quality as Shillingford use Ladilay 
when they don’t have enough of their own eggs. 
        
POST OFFICE NEWS 

Friday 13 November is BBC Children in Need Appeal 
night. You can now buy a Be A Hero badge from the 
post office, with all profits going to BBC Children in  
Need.  
If you still have foreign coins left over from your 
summer holidays, drop these in to the Post Office and 

all the proceeds will go to BBC Children in Need.  
 

A One4all Gift Card is a smart, 
convenient gift to mark an 
occasion, treat a loved one or 
just say ‘thank you’. They can be 
used in over 22,000 outlets and 
with many online retailers. 
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NEW 

With all this talk about fine dining, don’t forget that as 
cold weather returns, regular feeding can have a 
significant impact on the survival of wild birds. We stock 
a good range of suitable food - seeds and fat balls at 
very competitive prices.  



 

International Standard (Airmail) incl tracked/signed for services 

Fri 27th Nov Operational HM Forces Mail 

Fri 4th Dec Africa, Middle East 

Mon 7th Dec Asia, Far East, Cyprus, Japan, Eastern Europe 

Tue 8th Dec Caribbean, Central & South America 

Thur 10th Dec Australia, Greece, New Zealand 

Fri 11th Dec static HM Forces Mail 

Mon 14th Dec Czech Republic, Germany, Italy & Poland 

Tue 15th Dec Canada, Finland, Sweden & USA 

Wed 16th Dec Austria, Iceland, Ireland, Portugal & Spain 

Thur 17th Dec France 

Fri 18th Dec Belgium, Denmark, Luxemburg, Netherlands, Norway, Slovakia, & Switzerland 

U K 

Sat 19th Dec 2nd class & 2nd class signed for 

Mon 21st Dec 1st class & 1st class signed for 

Tue 22nd Dec Parcelforce express 48 

Wed 23rd Royal Mail Special Delivery 
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Latest Recommended Posting Dates for Christmas 

International Economy (surface mail) 

Tue 3rd Nov Cyprus, Eastern Europe, Greece, Iceland, Malta, Turkey 

Tue 17th Nov Western Europe 

MESSY CHURCH 

Saturday, 14th November 

from 10am to 12 noon 

in Church 

Craft, Games, Cooking, Bible Story, etc. 

All welcome 

6. 



IDE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
   

Several years ago a friend and I were having an after work drink when a ‘pager’ 
message came through (remember them!) A device that gave you a number to 
urgently ring. He rang the number. It was wrong.  
A second time it came, again he rang it. Again it was wrong. In fact what was 
wrong was my friend! The number on the pager was not a telephone but a date. 
The date of his wedding. His wife was reminding him it was his wedding 
anniversary and he had forgotten. 
 
Dates are important and we find ways to recall them. 
Rhymes; Remember, remember the 5th of November, 
gunpowder, treason and plot....(please stay safe this 
bonfire night.) 
In the coming months we have events that help us 
remember. 
On the 7th November, all are welcome to join is making 'War Horse' out of 
conkers. This is just another creative way of remembering those in war who have 
been injured or killed that we might enjoy the freedoms we do today. Please join 
us in making ‘War Horse’ and remembering. 
 
From 3rd - 5th December it will be our Christmas Tree Festival where groups and 
individuals can decorate a tree how they want, perhaps something personal. 
There will also be a tree of remembrance. Just a tree to hang a note that says we 
remember a lost loved one or someone dear who is far away. 
 
Details of dates are below but we also never forget that the ‘Tree Festival’ points 
us to the 25/12 and Christmas Day, and for Christians one of the most important 
days in history. 
Dates are important so we would invite you, put them in your diary, join us and 
let's not be like my friend, who never really recovered. Let's remember dates 
together. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As always further details from Jackie, Adrian on 07976 362615 or our Facebook 

Page The Hub Ide 
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Dates for The Hub@Ide. 
05/11 - Fairtrade Coffee Morning. 
07/11 - 11 - 2pm making our War Horse for ‘Remembrance Sunday.’ 
21/11 - The Flicks@TheHub showing Sleepless in Settle. 
03/12 - 05/12 Ide Christmas Tree Festival. 
03/12 – Festival opens with Trees, Carols, mulled wine and mince pies. 
04/12 – Church open to come and view and perhaps remember someone. 
05/12 - Open all day with kids Christmas crafts. 
 
 



 

PARISH CHURCH OF SAINT IDA 

 
 
1st November      All Saints Day  9.30am Parish Communion 
4th November First Wednesday  10.30am Holy Communion 
8th November REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 
   10.50am at the War Memorial followed by a Service at 
   the Congregational Church 
14th November MESSY CHURCH 10am to 12 noon 
15th November 2 Before Advent  9.30am Parish Communion  
22nd November Christ the King  8am  Holy Communion 
       10am  All Age Service 
29th November Advent Sunday  9.30am Parish Communion 
        
 Harvest Festival - The Harvest lunch on Saturday, 10th October, was a 
great success with all ages present from babes in high chairs to OAP's.  The meal 
was delicious and the company excellent.  Our thanks go to Mary Bradley and 
Sue Cloke, together with helpers, for all their hard work organising the meal.  They 
catered for all tastes - young and old.  Most of us went home having eaten more 
than we should - the desserts were very tempting.   
 There was a good congregation at the Harvest Service in Church on the 
Sunday and it was a great pleasure to have members of the Congregational 
Church join us.  The Church had been beautifully decorated - thank you to all who 
worked so hard.  The Service finished with a stirring piece by Vidor played by 
Matthew, the young organist who played for us that day, which earned him a 
round of applause. 
 
 Messy Church in November will be on the 14th November from 10am to 12 
noon in Church.  All are welcome.  In October we met just before the Harvest 
lunch and enjoyed making two apple crumbles, making use of Sue Campbell's 
windfall cooking apples.  Sarah made us all think about harvest using the letters 
HARVEST to spell out HAVE, EAT, STARVE and SHARE, reminding us of those 
who do not have enough to eat. 
 
 Remembrance Sunday is on the 8th November.  There will be a Service at 
the War Memorial starting promptly at 10.50am followed by a Service at the 
Congregational Church.  As a mark of respect cars will be stopped from driving 
passed the War Memorial during the service there.  If you have to drive into the 
village or leave it, do avoid that time. 
 
 If you want to have further details of Ide Church, do have a look at our web 
site www.ideparishchurch.com 
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  Ide Twinning Association 
 

Ide Community Firework Display 

 

Saturday  

7th November 

 

Poachers Inn 

Beer Garden 
 

6pm Children’s display, followed by main display. 

Please note that this is not a free event; ensure that 

you make a contribution at Ide Shop or The 

Poachers Inn – suggested donation is £4 adults, £1 

child, £10 per family regardless of number of 

children.  

All donations are spent on . . . fireworks! 

All the usual attractions – top fireworks, BBQ, 

mulled cider, homemade soup, freshly-made chips 

etc.  
In the event of utterly foul and impossible weather the 

event will take place on Sunday 8th of November, same 

times. 
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Next Quiz   

Halloween Special  

1st November 

…and another 

date for your 

diary; 
 

Grand 

Christmas 

Quiz 
  

27 December

 



Past Lives            Wartime Memories of a London Boy                       DC   

 
After being evacuated to Reading from London at the beginning of the war, we 
returned to London assured that not much was happening…..just in time for the 
London Blitz. After sleeping under the stairs or under a table, and then in our brick 
shelter night after night for months, we were evacuated again, this time to tranquil 
Topsham. It was good to be sleeping in a proper bed. Topsham was a wonderful 
place to grow up in. The only sadness felt by us all, was that we hardly ever saw 
father. He had been called up and allocated to the Royal Artillery, becoming part 
of the crew of an anti-aircraft gun on the South coast. 
When we heard that the roof had been blown off the flats in London where we had 
lived, my aunt wrote to my mother saying “thank goodness you and the children 
are out of it” But we weren’t!.... the Germans decided to bomb Exeter.  
 

When the air raids started, there was probably not a single air-raid shelter in the 
whole of the town. So, it was under the kitchen table again for the children, all 
seven of us, with several woman sitting around hemming us in and urging us to 
sing as loudly as possible…’Rule Britannia’, ‘There’ll always be and England’…I 
don’t think any of us knew the words, but we made a lot of noise. Some of the 
women from our street came in to sit with us. Most of the men were away and 
they got some comfort from being in a group, but the way they put the table in the 
middle of the room and sat around us so close together makes me think now that 
they were shielding us children. Flying glass and masonry were big dangers in a 
raid, even if the bomb fell some way away. The women would certainly have taken 
the brunt of the blast. 
 
My mother and Mrs Chambers, the lady of the house where we were staying, 
decided to become air-raid wardens. I was asleep when the siren went off. I was 
slow to get dressed and an enormous explosion found me dashing around the 
room trying to find the door. Everything of course was in pitch darkness. I 
eventually collided with a rifle that stood in the corner of the room, cutting my head 
open. I think I was the only casualty in Topsham that night. Mother and Mrs 
Chambers had just opened the door to go and do their duty as wardens, complete 
with tin helmets and stirrup pumps to put out any fires that might start  
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in our street. The enormous blast blew them back into the house! They decided 
there and then that they didn’t want to be ARPs anymore and so their first call out 

was their last. The explosion had been caused by a landmine that blew out the 
buildings in an area of Paris Street that is now the Bus Station!  
 

The pull of London was again working on my mother. If the Germans were going 
to bomb Exeter, we would be better off back home she thought. My father had 
been invalided out of the army and she felt we would be safer with him. Also she 
felt that London was safer again, which was possibly true but only for a while! 
 

Someone had found a grand house for us to live in. A three storey affair with a 
basement opening out into a small walled garden, better still someone had 
converted the basement passageway into an air-raid shelter (which was to prove 
a life saver). We were to be there for two years or so, and I think this time was the 
best two years of our war. 
 
This all ended on a lovely sunny afternoon. Two friends and I were standing 
almost opposite where I lived, with our little binoculars and notebook ready to 
record any plane that went through our piece of sky. Somewhere close by, I heard 
an engine getting louder by the second. Without even thinking about it, I started 
running for home. I remember my friends shouting at me and laughing. I entered 
our basement. The other kids were already in the shelter and I could see my 
mother through the open garden door, hanging out the washing. I gave an 
almighty yell  ‘MUM’ and she ran into the kitchen and through to the shelter. As 
she arrived there was a huge explosion. The ‘flying bomb’ had come down with 
the engine still running, clipped the ridge of the house opposite, where I’d been 
standing and smashed into the houses just to the right of ours. How any of us ever 
survived the explosion, God only knows. One would have thought it would have 
burst our ear drums if nothing else, but luckily we all came through it unscathed.  
 

Everywhere was in chaos. Mum and I went into the kitchen and everything was on 
the floor, including the ceiling. The rented radio was on the floor, still playing. 
Some washing that had been on the range drying was on fire. 
I had several rabbits in cages just outside the backdoor and Lily, who had been in 
the top cage, was missing…along with the cage. I found this pretty upsetting, but 
forgot about it when I looked around outside; there was nothing to see but brown 
earth. Every fence complete with posts was missing. Every washing line including 
ours had gone, along with the washing mother had been hanging out. And where, 
I couldn’t help wondering, had all the grass gone? Obviously, it had been covered 
by a layer of building dust. 
 

They had to break down the door with an axe to let us out. I couldn’t believe the 
mess. Four houses had been completely destroyed, the street was covered in 
rubble and there was no sign of my two friends (I later discovered they had 
survived but been injured, one had to have 300 stitches to his face and was badly 
scarred). I remember the rescue workers shouting ‘SILENCE’ then seeing their 
Alsatian dogs walking over to the rubble hoping to find survivors who might be 
buried. While all this was going on, Dad was weaving up the road on his bike.  
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When word had got to him that a bomb had fallen on our street, he had rushed 
home in a panic. I shall never forget the look on his face. Our mother had been 
absolutely solid throughout the ordeal, giving orders, reassuring us. But when she 
saw dad, she finally broke down and couldn’t stop crying. Dad just held her and 
didn’t seem able to speak.  
 

When we went back to our house the next day….Lily the rabbit was back in 
place…along with her cage. A miracle must have happened!! I later found out that 
the top cage had been blown into next door’s garden and someone had put it back 

after we left to go to my grandfather’s. 
 

So, it was back to Topsham again; this time we were billeted with the Kinnaird 
family. Their son, Tom and I soon became the best of friends and we were always 
up to something….but that’s another story! 
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East End Children made homeless 

Mothers Union for November 

 
I hope there will be prayer group on Wed. 4th Nov. after the usual 10.30 am 
service ( though I will be away) 
It would be good if one or two members could attend the Autumn Council in 
Crediton, the day before, Tues 3rd. when the Bishop of Exeter will be speaking. 
On Wed. 18th Nov. we will have an "Advent  themed" meeting, 2.30pm at Joyce 
Stevens home. (Any ideas welcome!)    Sue Campbell 



  

 
Registered charity no. 1050108 
 

 
Raffle 
Ide Lane Friends volunteers served coffees at the flu sessions and also sold 
books and raffle tickets. The first prize, the lovely painting of Mousehole in 
Cornwall by Ray Guppy, was won by Mrs Anne Bassett of Alphington.  
Owing to the time and effort put in by Ray and his team of helpers in selling tickets 
in the surgery every morning for several weeks, the raffle made £661. 
The book sales at the flu sessions and donations for coffees brought in another £ 
£217. We can claim Gift Aid on all money raised for ILF at the surgery so the total, 
including Gift Aid, is nearly £1,100, which is fantastic.  
Thank you to everyone who helped with and/or supported this. 
 
Ide Lane Friends Christmas Tea  Sunday  13 December 
Please come to our Christmas Tea at Alphington Village Hall at 3pm. For £3 entry 
you will get a cup of tea (plus re-fills) and some lovely Christmassy food. You can 
join in singing some Christmas songs and do a Christmas quiz. There will be a 
super raffle with really good prizes and probably also a book stall and Christmas 
cards for sale. Everyone welcome. 
 
 
 

Once in a Blue Moon 
 

Seeing the moon turn red this month made 
me realise that I wasn’t at all clear about 
blue moons…how often do they occur and 
does the moon really look blue?  
Beautiful though it looks, this picture of a 
blue moon is a fake, taken using a filter.  
Usually months have only one full moon, but 
occasionally a second one sneaks in. This 
year, in July there were two full moons, the 
second on 31

st
 July. These astronomical 

blue moons occur on average every two and 
a half years, hardly the rarity that the saying 
‘once in a blue moon’ suggests and they 
aren’t actually blue!  But, there are very rare occasions when the moon is blue. 
Volcanic eruptions and forest fires can create ash clouds in the upper atmosphere 
that filter the moonlight making the moon look blue. In 1883, when the Indonesian 
volcano, Krakatoa, exploded. People 600 km away, heard the noise as loud as a 
cannon shot. Plumes of ash rose to the very top of Earth's atmosphere. And the 
moon turned blue. 

14. 

The League of Friends attached to Ide Lane Surgery.  Co-ordinator Jane 
Greenslade Tel 428902 email  jane.greenslade @nhs.net. We support patients 

by providing volunteer transport to medical appointments for elderly and 

disabled people, befriending isolated people and providing information/ 

support for carers. 

 



Ide Art Group 
It’s that time of year again, we’re busy mulling over our favourite paintings for 
inclusion in the Ide Art Calendar for 2016 which will be on sale in Ide Community 
shop sometime soon.   
We do a lot of mulling at Ide art group.  Sometimes, it’s more like a social club, the 
tea and coffee flow, as does the chat while we search for inspiration and an 
interesting subject to paint. However, occasionally we do some really good art 
work. These occasions tend to be when we have a professional artist who comes 
and spends the day with us to teach us how to broaden our horizons and try 
something new.  As the art group has grown, we’ve been able to afford more of 
these ‘workshop’ days and we’ve been fortunate enough to benefit from the 
advice and instruction by some very good local artists.  
 

Our most recent workshop tutor 
David Norman, is a watercolour 
artist whose work is found in 
collections throughout the world. 
This was his second visit and each 
time we have been amazed at what 
he produces in just a few hours 
and, more surprisingly, what he 
enables us to produce in that same 
short time period. Encouraged to 
minimise drawing and keep the 
painting wet so that the water can 
do its work in creating interesting paint effects, we found we were able to work 
more quickly and freely to good effect.   

Another of our professional tutors, Gregory 
Wellman specialises in acrylics - who would 
have thought that his painting of an elephant’s 
head would have inspired us to produce our 
own colourful and sometimes psychedelic 
versions. …well outside the comfort zone for 
most of us. 
Some of the professional artists work in a very 
controlled and refined manner with neat pencils 
and tiny brushes, some slop paint around to the 
point where we have to stand back and cover 

the floor to catch the overflow, but whatever the approach, these workshop days 
give us inspiration and the courage to try something new.  
If you fancy having a go then just come along on any Tuesday morning between 
10 and 12, you can just have a coffee and a chat and see if you like the look of us. 
Or you can phone me on 01392 211696  if you would like any further information 
or would like to be notified about the workshops (we do have a limited number of 
places for non-members)             Penny Smith 
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NEWS FROM WEST TOWN FARM 
 

The farm is bursting with food. Our hedgerows and orchards, planted 
in accordance with our higher level stewardship agreement, are 
teeming with blackberries, sloes and apples. According to Andy, the 
farm, in fact the whole area, at one time would have been full of cider apple 
orchards. Now we only have three. We grow mostly cider apples but do stock a 
few dessert varieties: Egremont Russets, Rosemary russets and Pigs nose. If 
you’re eating or pressing come down and have a look! (especially if you’re after 
windfalls) It’s been such a wet, mild summer that we’ve had an absolutely bumper 
crop. We’re only just starting the mammoth task of harvesting them and we’ve 
already got more than we can deal with!  
Emma and our lovely WWOOFers (World Wide Opportunities on Organic Farms) 
have bought in all of the potatoes and squashes! Giant orange jack-o-lanterns; 
tiny, red, nutty Uchiki Kuri (onion squash) and beautiful, blue Crown Prince 
squash (our favourite). We’ve just had a fresh meat week so as well as the fruits 
of harvest we’re also fully stocked freezers. To accompany our lovely potatoes 
and gorgeous squashes we’re offering 30% off our Beef topside joints. Sounds 
like a roast dinner to me!  
We’re considering running a fruit tree pruning course on the farm, so let us know if 
you’re interested by emailing sian@westtownfarm.co.uk  
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  The Purrfect Cats’ Hotel 
                           
                      Mrs Pamela Chisholm 

                           Hatfield, 

                           Longdown, 

                           Exeter, EX6 7SR. 

                           Tel: 01392 811682 

A Country Hotel for Cats 

          www.purrfectcatshotel.co.uk                                           

 

TEAM REMOVALS & STORAGE 
01392 811 877 

                                           www.teamremovals.com 
 

                Over 20 years experience in:                               
                                Local – National and European Moves                                                                          
                                                                                                      
                                                                                        

  Special rates for:                                             Professional, friendly                                         
  Senior Citizens,                                                        uniformed staff 
  Disabled,                                                    No obligation quotations 
  Armed Forces,                                                    Competitive prices 
  Public Employees, and                                            Part & full loads 
  Midweek Removals                                 Part & full packing service 

Long and short term container storage 

CHRIS STUDLEY 

GARDEN  MAINTENANCE 
 Hedge Trimming 

 Grass Cutting 

 Tree Surgery 

 Pressure Washing 
 

Mobile: 07971 259434 
             Tel: 01392 829877 

 

 
BED & BREAKFAST ACCOMMODATION 

4 STAR VISIT BRITAIN 
 

MRS NOVA EASTERBROOK 
 

Drakes Farm               Tel: 01392 256814 
Ide                           drakesfarm.devon.co.uk 
Exeter EX2 9RQ 

 

BEST WESTERN LORD HALDON COUNTRY HOTEL 
Dunchideock  - Three miles from Ide 

Parties of all sizes welcome 
Ideal venue for Anniversary Parties and Weddings 

Courtyard Restaurant and Bar 
Bring this advert with you and we will give you 

a bottle of house wine per couple to enjoy with your meal. 

Please call  01392 832483. 

 

 
GARDENS OF DISTINCTION 

National Diploma City and Guilds 
DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL 

Fully insured 
For a free estimate Call 

01392 433128 
mobile 07766 694022 

email  matt.gardens@btinternet.com 

 

 

HATS A HEAD 
Beautiful designer hats and 

fascinators, hand made in Ide for that 
special occasion 

 
 
 
 
 

Millinery Classes 
If you wish to make your own hat we 

offer unique millinery classes 
 

Janet Williams 
2 Cobbe House, Station Road, Ide 

Exeter EX2 9RS 
Tel: 01392210442 or 07855833345 

Email: williamsdf@hotmail.co.uk 

 

PLUMBING & HEATING 

 
GAS, OIL, LPG & SOLAR 

INSTALLATIONS, 

OIL TANK REPLACEMENT 

BOILER SERVICING & REPAIRS 

COMPLETE HEATING 

SYSTEMS 

BATHROOMS AND ALL GENERAL 

PLUMBING 

 

COMPETITIVE  

PERSONAL SERVICE 

CALL 

 

CLIMATE SOLUTIONS 

 

 

Longdown 01392 811420 

BARN HOUSE 
Bed and Breakfast 

 

Chris and Christine Jeans 
Old Ide Lane, Ide, 
Exeter, EX2 9RY. 

 

Tel: 01392 435849 
Mobile: 07885814150 

 

 

G.H.K. 
High Class Decorating Contractors 
Interior and Exterior - Artex Specialists 

Estimates Free 
 

Richard Hayman Tel: 01392 213063 Mob: 07979 854197 
21 Walton Road, Exeter, EX2 5RE 



 

 
MM Construction Solutions 

 

Extensions, Conservatories 
Kitchens & Bathrooms 

Painting & Decorating, etc. 
No job too small 

Call Mike on 01626 779180   
Or 07920 770223 

mmconstruction@live.co.uk 
                                       

                                                                           

 

THE HUNTSMAN 

INN, IDE 
 

 
Lunch is served from 12 'til 2.30 (Tuesday - Saturday) 

Evening meals are available from 6 'til 9 (Tuesday - Saturday) 
Our new menu is available to view at 

www.thehuntsmaninn.com 
 

Sunday roasts are served at 12.30 and 2.30pm 
Main course £11; two courses £13.50 

(children's portions, vegetarian and fish options also available) 
Bookings advised  Tel: 01392 272779 
Email: huntsmaninnide@gmail.com 

 

 

Natalie’s Beauty & Make-Up 
A Wide Variety of Beauty 

Treatments Available 
Please contact on 

01392 422586 or 07814739379 
www.natalie-beauty.co.uk 
info@natalie-beauty.co.uk 

 

 

 
 

STITCHING WORKSHOP 
 
 

Local upholsterer 
Specialising in  

Vehicle/contract/commercial 
Seating 

As well as boat, caravan  
And motorhome cushions. 

 
 
 

Contact David on  
01392 758455 

 

CARPETS SUPPLIED DIRECT 

 
CARPET FITTING SERVICE 

 
Tony Pym 

6 Beverley Close, Woodwater Lane 
Exeter 

Tel: 01392 251243 
Mobile: 07802151163 

City Vets 

 
FOR A FRIENDLY, PERSONAL, 

CARING SERVICE –  
SERVING OUR LOCAL 
COMMUNITY’S PETS 

 

ALPHINGTON BRANCH 

12 Lovelace Gardens, 
Alphington. 
Tel: 493999 

 

ST THOMAS BRANCH 

101 Buddle Lane 
St Thomas 

Tel: 250000 
 

Other branches at Whipton (466553) 
and Heavitree (260066) 

www.cityvets.co.uk  
 

 

NEIL SQUIRES 

ROOFING CONTRACTOR 

 

Slating, Tiling and Leadwork 
specialist, Fascias, Guttering, 

Cladding, Shingles 
30 years experience 

If you want a professional, 
reliable and friendly local 

tradesman please give me a 
ring on: 

07779 249203 or 01392 
811137 

 

Windyridge, College Lane, 
Longdown, EX6 7SS 

Email Neilsquires70@sky.com 

 

IDE COMMUNITY 
SHOP & 
POST OFFICE 

Your friendly local shop, 
 serving the community 

with plenty of local produce. 
See page 1 of the Ide Times for 

opening times & telephone number 

Estimates Free             Reasonable rates 
 

  ALPHINGTON 

          ELECTRICAL 

                  INSTALLATIONS 

R.T.Perkins, Electrical Contractor 

19 Ide Lane, Alphington, Exeter. 

Tel: 01392 274789  

Mob: 07803 603696 

 

MOTORSIDE LTD 

 

Repairs, Welding, Servicing 
And MOT’s for all makes of vehicles.  

Free car collection and return 
service. 

Rollsbridge, Exeter EX29SU 

01392 437774 

http://www.natalie-beauty.co.uk/

