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Introduction  
Ide is a small and friendly village on the SW outskirts of Exeter.  We have a population of about 500 

people and although we are close to the city, we have a strong village identity and an enviable sense 

of community.  

We have a growing group of very keen amateur gardeners and environmentalists, and we are 

actively pursuing many projects associated with the natural environment. 

We hope you enjoy visiting our village and our entry demonstrates our strong community spirit but 

also some of the great environmental and horticultural activities we are currently undertaking.  

Our approach  

Our village style and spirit are very informal. Our Ide in Bloom entry was submitted on the basis that 

we are keen for people to love their surroundings but not to feel pressured into putting together 

very formal perfect floral displays. We are a fledgling entry, there are weeds and there will be 

seasonal setbacks, but ƛǘΩǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ŦƻŎǳǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎ. 

What we hope to achieve  
Whilst we know we wƻƴΩǘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ƎƻƭŘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ǿŜ Řid have goals in mind whilst making this entry:  

¶ To generate interest and enthusiasm in gardening growing and our natural environment 

¶ To enhance the village 

¶ To bring the community together in a covid safe way with community gardening activities  

¶ To promote legacy planting and better maintenance of communal areas 

¶ To test ideas and identify areas that could be planted for the benefit of the environment, 

wildlife and the community in the future 

¶ And most of all to have fun!



 

 

Our Village Trail  
Our Village trail takes you through the heart of the village ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŀ ƎƭƛƳǇǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ 

going on!  

Tour of Britain Trugs 
These were purchased by Ide Parish Council to provide an 

entrance feature for the village during the cycle race tour of 

Britain, when the race entered our village from Ide Village Road.  

They have different aspects, one being very shady, the other 

enjoying full sunlight for most of the day.  The trugs have been 

looked after by a few different people over the years. This year 

they have been planted with donations from our Community Shop 

and from Ide Growers, who have grown many of the contributions 

from seed. There are a group of volunteers on a watering rota throughout the summerΦ  ²ŜΩǾŜ ōŀǘǘƭŜŘ 

cold weather and slug attack! ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅ ǎȅƳƳŜǘǊƛŎŀƭΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴǎǳǊŜŘ ǿŜ 

have retained bulbs for other seasons!  

The Cherries and Cross View Terrace 
Small but perfectly formed, we have a really great atmosphere in all the parts of our village! 

Our gardens form an oasis for social activities. Cross view Terrace has a 

history of allotment gardens at the front of the 

properties. Every garden is different reflecting the 

interests of the owners  

 

 

Fore Street  
Mainly on-road properties make it difficult to have loads of flowers, and planters 

obstruct the pavement, so we have tried to encourage hanging baskets and 

window boxes.   

Our Community Shophas been funded by the 

village and is run by volunteers.  It has been 

massively supportive of Ide in Bloom. Not only 

have they provided us with space for our seed 

swap but they have also donated plants.  They 

are also running a 

flower colouring 

competition to 

help get children 

involved and 

raise awareness.  



 

 

The College  
The ford at the bottom of the village forms one of the key focal 

points of the lower part of the village.  

The roses have been beautiful and always are. Residents sit at 

the front of their houses and enjoy village life as do many 

visitors.  We have taken the opportunity to paint our benches 

which are now 21 years old! 

 

The Huntsman  
Due to COVID much emphasis has been put on outside space.  

Neighbours and friends have helped Colin the landlord to make 

the outside space as welcoming as possible, he has worked 

incredibly hard with grasses and bamboos to make a garden from 

part of his car park.  Of note are his 

incredible hanging baskets! During 

lockdown we have also taken the 

opportunity to replace the existing 

hedgerow with a mixed species native hedgerow.  This year this has been 

supplemented with wildflower planting again to enhance the outside space 

to also to show visitors how attractive wildflower planting can be. We have 

been trying to encourage as many people as possible to grow wildflowers to 

help our pollinators, including a big seed give away in February just before our 

village plant and seed swap.   

 

Lower High Street and Ide Congregational Chapel   
Cottages maintain the traditional picket fence seen 

in old photographs of the village. The 

Congregational church garden is challenging due to 

lack of soil and the aspect of this garden and we 

cannot use weedkiller.  The Remembrance garden 

has a number of memorials, and ashes are 

scattered in the garden.  Planted throughout the 

year, we decorate the garden with lights at Christmas, magnolia and bulbs come up 

in spring.  

 



 

 

The Hams and The Green  
The Hams wildflower planting: we wanted to 

rotavate the soil to establish beds along the grass 

verge. ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ possible, so we scarified the 

grass to expose as much of the soil as possible.  Our 

experiential wildflower planting aimed 

to establish swathes of wildflowers along 

the top grass line joining up with the 

Green and the churchyard.  The areas 

were planted by a group of volunteers 

from Ide Growers and supported by the 

residents.  

 

¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƘŀŘ ƳǳŎƘ luck, the 

grass outcompeting the wildflower seeds.  But 

we know that people have been growing the mix 

in their back gardens, some have even turned 

over parts of the vegetable gardens to 

accommodate a patch of wildflowers as shaared 

this on our Facebook page.  

 

Sowing the seed on the verge has been a great 

learning point and in sowing the same seed in 

various parts of the village we can demonstrate 

the different conditions and work out what is 

best.  In addition, there may be some 

opportunity for autumn seeding or we may find 

seeds lie dormant and germinate next year.  

 

The Green, during lock down, only the central 

area of the green was mown and you could see the beginnings of a 

meadow.  We have since tried to establish some wildflowers around the northern edge of The Green 

with the thought that this would join up the areas to give a constant flow of flowers through the village.  

 

{ǘ LŘŀΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ¸ŀǊŘ 
During the year we have changed the way in 

which the grass in St Ida's churchyard is 

managed. With the support of the Parish 

Council, Parochial Church Council and 

Teignbridge District Council a new grass cutting 

regime has been trialled with the aim of 

encouraging an increase in the abundance and 

diversity of wild flowers. The grass along the 

paths through the churchyard and around 

tended graves have continued to be cut on a 

regular basis. All other areas have been cut less 

frequently, with a main cut in late summer and 



 

 

again before December, with the grass cuttings being removed from the site. This will let flowers set 

seed and reduce the build-up of grass mulch which increases soil fertility and prevents many 

wildflower species establishing. Some additional seeding with a wildflower seed mix may also be 

undertaken in the autumn, depending on what flowers turn up this summer. Progress with the trial 

will be provided in the Ide Times and in the Wild Ide Facebook Group. All being good, we will also be 

looking out for some willing volunteers to help rake and clear the cut grass later in the year! - Richard 

Cottle - Ide Climate and Environment Emergency Working Group.  

Pynes Orchard Restoration  
On a windy Sunday morning in the middle of January, 2019 Charles 

{ǘŀƴƛƭŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ hǊŎƘŀǊŘ [ƛƴƪ ƭŜŘ ŀƴ ŀǇǇƭŜ ǘǊŜŜ ǇǊǳƴƛƴƎ ΨǘŜŀŎƘ-ƛƴΩ ƛƴ tȅƴŜǎ 

Orchard, as part of the restoration of the orchard.  

This was the first community event weΩŘ held and it was great fun, with 

lots of advice and tips ς with the aim in this 1st year to thin out each tree 

by pruning out dead wood, reducing crowding and encouraging new 

growth.  

Since that first event the working group has cleared, pruned and planted 

helping to restore the site. Its 3.87 acres of sloping field, facing north, 

overlook the village.  

The Church Commissioners currently own Pynes Orchard and, stimulated by discussions about the Ide 

Neighbourhood Plan, they have agreed to sell it to the Parish Council for use as a community orchard. 

Originally part of Canns Farm, this orchard predates the 

Victorian era by several hundred years and could quite 

easily have been originally planted in medieval times. The 

fact that it still lies within its original boundaries adds to its 

historical importance.  

 

With a number of rare old apple trees it is not an 

exaggeration to state that historically this is one of the most 

important orchard sites in the county, an outstanding piece 

of landscape heritage for the whole community of Ide to 

cherish and enjoy for many years to come. 

 

Upper High Street 
Again, we have very few front gardens, 

but we have noticed a real increase 

this year in the number of residents 

who have put 

out hanging 

baskets and 

have been 

creative in 

their 

gardening! We 

love the 


