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Storm Eunice hits Ide           (Read more on page 5) 
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You really couldn’t make it up – one week 
everyone is applauding the purchase of 
Shillingford wood by the surrounding community to 
preserve a tranquil, wildlife- rich, green “breathing 
“space only to hear that  a local landowner  thinks  
that the land adjacent to  this wood would be the 
perfect spot for a new 1.2 thousand cubic metre  
landfill site (see pages 3 & 4 ). On a more cheerful 
note we have survived Dudley, Eunice and  
Franklin relatively unscathed, (although it was a 
close shave for some - see page 5  ) and local 
fencing firms and tree surgeons are not going to 
be short of work for quite a while. Interesting item 
from Richard Reardon on pp 13-14 if you would 
like to reduce the amount of packaging in your 
weekly shop.                        
Articles for the April issue of the Ide Times should be sent to me by the 20th March 
1please    annboyce@talk21.com                                          Telephone: 01392 21301 
 
********************************************************************************************  

Community Shop Opening Hours: (Tel. 410035) 
Monday – Friday 8am – 12 noon and 3pm – 
6.30pm Saturdays 8am – 1pm 
Sundays 9am - 12 noon 

Post Office Opening Hours 
Monday - Friday 9am - 11.45 am & 3pm - 
5pm Saturdays 9am - 12  

*************************************************************************************** 
IDE MEMORIAL HALL - to book the hall for your event/party please contact 
Carol Whitehart on 01392 213608- 

 

************************************************************************************** 
The Mobile Library will be in The Huntsman car park from 12.20 to 12.50 
on Mondays, 7th March and 4th April. 
*************************************************************************************** 

360 BUS TIMETABLE 
 
 
 
 

    
 
The village bus route is now operated by Stagecoach  

1.                                                                                                                                           

Ide  7.51  10.01  12.39  14.34  

Exeter, Sidwell Street  8.13  10.20  12.58  14.53 

Exeter, Sidwell Street  8.35  11.15  13.15 16.15 17.55 
Ide  8.53  11.33  13.28 16.33 18.13 

Shillingford Wood 
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PARISH COUNCIL   Idevillage.org.uk 
 

Green Space for Ide - Fundraising totals stand at £39,586 in donations, plus 
£31,025 in grant from Viridor Credits, to purchase the Victorian Community 
Orchard; and £41,735 in donations to purchase Weir Meadow and Northern Fields. 
The consultation exercise to seek residents’ views on the Council’s proposal to 
borrow the balance in  the purchase costs for both projects closed on 18 February. 
Thank you to all those who responded.  We received a total of 135 replies, of 
which 118 (87%)  supported the proposal to borrow.           
An Extraordinary Parish Council meeting on Wednesday 2 March 2022 at 
7.45pm in Ide Memorial Hall is to consider the findings of the consultation exercise. 
It is to debate a resolution on exercising the option agreement to buy the Orchard; 
and a resolution to apply, with the backing of Devon Association of Local Councils 
(DALC), to the Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities for 
borrowing approval for a loan from the Public Works Loan Board.  
 

Markhams Farm - On 11 February 2022 Councillor Alison Foden, Teignbridge 
District Council, presented a petition – ‘Keep Devon County’s farms farming - save 
Markhams Farm and Manor Farm’ to Cllr John Hart, the Leader at Devon County 
Council.  With over 2080 signatures, she is hoping that the campaign to stop the 
Grade 1 agricultural farmland at Markhams Farm being sold for housing 
development is successful. 
 

Dangerous Parking - following advice from Devon County Highways about 
persistent dangerous parking on the pavements either side of the busy junction of 
Ide Village Road with Fore Street, the Parish Council will install additional planters 
along the pavement edges to deter vehicles from  parking there.  
 

Ide Village Fund - A reminder  that the Parish Council holds a fund of £500 per 
year to which individuals or groups may apply for small grants for community 
activities. Email Mel Liversage for the application form. 
 

Allotments - the Council leases land at the back of the school for eight allotments, 
rented to residents. While there are no vacant plots at present, there is no-one on  
the waiting list either. So if you’d like to go on the waiting list, please email Mel 
Liversage.  
 

Planning Matters - 

New Applications 
22/00324  - 8 The College, College Lane, Ide,  EX2 9RH.  Crown reduce one chestnut 
by up to 3 metres, one golden cypress by up to 1 metre and crown uplift by up to 2 
metres 

Current Applications 
21/02929/LBC  - Drakes Farm, Fore Street Ide EX29RL External and internal works 
and alterations including regularisation of previously undertaken unauthorised works. 
The committee fully supported this application  

21/00560/HOU  - 2 Fore Street, Ide - Retention of a bridge, and a replacement front 
wall/fence and gate. Awaiting decision. 
20/02132/ADV - Stevens Farm, Ide Village Road, Ide, EX2 9FB - Retention of three 
advertising signs. The Planning Committee decided unanimously to object to the 
retention of these signs. Awaiting decision 
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21/01626/FUL  - Stevens Farm, Ide Village Road, Ide, EX2 9FB - Erection of an 
Agricultural Storage Shed. The Planning Committee councillors had no objection to this 
application. Awaiting decision 

21/02264/HOU -  Sunnybrook Cottage, Ide - Two storey side extension, single storey 
front extension, outbuilding and tennis court. The committee supported this application.  
Awaiting Decision 

Decided Applications 
21/02543/HOU  - Canns Orchard, The Green, Ide, EX2 9RT - Application for the 
erection of a garage.  Permission granted  
The planning committee chair is investigating the ground works and the erection of 
storage buildings being undertaken on western end of Round Field, Crabb Lane, 
off Ide Village Road, Ide, EX2 9FB. 
 

The next regular meeting of Ide Parish Council is on Wednesday 16 March 2022 at 
7.30pm to be held in Ide Memorial Hall.  
 

CONTACT DETAILS 
Clerk – Mel Liversage   01392 259024    ideparishclerk@gmail.com 
Chair – Nick Bradley     01392 420616    ncabradley@gmail.com 
 

 

From your District Councillors 
 

The last year or so has seen permission for a huge landfill in Whitestone, more 
landfill capacity at Trood Lane before we turn it into open green space, and now a 
new request for 1.2 million m3 in Kenn. Inert waste has to go somewhere, but we 
think our community has provided enough capacity already and DCC just keep 
wanting more. We want a policy in the next Teignbridge local plan 
that makes developers do more to accommodate surplus soil etc on site.  
 

This new site borders the beautiful Shillingford woods which have just been bought 
by the community as a permanent public green space. 
 

You can comment at: 
https://planning.devon.gov.uk/PlanDisp.aspx?AppNo=DCC/4268/2021 
The closing date has passed but comments will still be taken into account. 
Comments carry more weight if they are based on the policies in the Teignbridge 
local plan and the national planning policy framework. 
 

News on the Campaign to Save Markham’s Farm 
Dear Supporters,   
Last Friday 11th February I handed in our petition to Cllr John Hart, the leader of Devon County 
Council at their Cabinet meeting in County Hall, Exeter.  Our campaign got mentioned on BBC 
Spotlight News last weekend, plus on their website  https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-
devon-60367548.   
Thank you very much for your support for the campaign to Save Markhams Farm and Manor 
Farm, and to Keep Devon County's Farms farming.  I really hope that our campaign will be 
successful. 
The petition remains open, and we will continue to keep campaigning to keep Markhams Farm 
and Manor Farm farming.  Thank you again for your support.  
Kind regards, Cllr Alison Foden 

Thank you, Teignbridge District Councillors - Andy Swain, Charles Nuttall and Alison Foden.  
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Shillingford Wood  -  Here’s the Good News  

 
 
 

Extract from a recent facebook posting 

on The Friends of Shillingford Wood 

page:  
Today 14th February 2022 the Friends 

of Shillingford Wood completed on the 

purchase of Shillingford Wood. We 

would like to thank all our supporters far 

and wide for their donations and words 

of support over the past 18months; 

without your enthusiasm we would not 

have achieved this amazing feat so 

quickly.  

Details of our celebration plans will 

follow shortly. But for now snowdrops 

are brightening the entrance of the 

wood and if you look carefully you will 

see the green shoots of the bluebells 

getting ready for April. 

Katy Fryett (Friends of Shillingford 
wood) 

 
And now the bad news 
 
Sadly, having successfully bought the wood, the group is now having to lead the 
fight against the local landowners who want to locate a 1.2 million cubic metre 
landfill site on the bordering land. This land (described as an Area of Great 
Landscape Value by Teignbridge District Council) is being sold by the owners of 
Lower Brenton Farm (The Orange Elephant). The proposed landfill site will be 25 
metres behind the wood and operate five and a half days a week. It will cover an 
area the size of 40 football pitches!  This will obviously adversely impact the 
resident wildlife and the work will release significant amounts of carbon during 
construction, not to mention the noise and dust during operation. In light of the 
recent campaign to protect their local evenvironment, it is perhapsunderstandable 
but highly undemocratic that no public consultation has been carried out by Devon 
County Council, who are considering the application. 
There is an excellent short video about the proposed landfill site on youtube. 
“Proposed Landfill Site at The Orange Elephant”    (Editor) 
 
In Andy Swain’s item above it is explained how you can still object to this 
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Storm Eunice Hits Ide 

 
 
The full force of Storm Eunice paid a personal visit to Holmbush Cottage at 9.00am 
on Saturday morning when an Ash tree fell victim to the elements and took a well-
earned rest on the thatched roof.   Luckily the tree fell square between the 
chimneys and the thatch seemed to cushion the bulk of the force.  Subsequently 
the road outside was closed throughout the day until the council removed the tree 
at 10.00pm making for a very quiet day.  The council contractors took 45 minutes 
to remove, chop and stack the tree which wasn’t bad going since they told me that 
they’d nearly finished their busiest shift of the last five years.  All occupants remain 
safe and well and thanks to Snapchat and Instagram the incident went unnoticed 
by the teenagers of the house. The house will be checked for damage later this 
week but so far it seems likely that it’s come out of the drama in pretty good shape.  

Cris Tyler 

Meanwhile, in a nearby field, two horses experienced a sudden re-orientation of 

their shelter but were determined to make the best of it by finishing their supper. 
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Ide Village Emergency Plan 

 

After the February storms and the pandemic, now feels like a good time to be 
talking about Ide Emergency Plan.  The good news is that we have one, and it’s 
recently been updated!   
 

Like every plan it’s only any good if people know about it and know how to use it. 
So, over the next few months, I’ll be writing about different aspects of our plan with 
the intention of making it more accessible.   
If you’d like to get ahead of the game, the first thing you can do is to have a look at 
our plan which is available on our website: Ide Parish Council (idevillage.org.uk). 
Look under Devon and Plans.   
 

You could also think about your own household and what you can do to plan 
ahead and prepare for the unexpected.  Information about how individual 
householders can prepare their own household emergency plan can be found on 
the Devon Resilience Forum webpage - Communities Together. For ease we have 
a link for this on our village website. Look under Working Groups – Emergency 
Planning.  
 

In the great community spirit of Ide, we have a group of willing people whose 
names appear in our plan who are familiar with our resources should a more 
serious incident happen.  We also have an off the record list of people who would 
be willing to help in a crisis.  If you’d like to volunteer and be part of this team or 
get involved in any aspects our emergency planning, please do get in touch.   
 

Paula Burton-Perrett 
paulabp@hotmail.co.uk  (07970 960789) 
  

Photo   Clare Wills 
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IDE MEMORIAL HALL 
 

We have now ordered 50 more of the 
grey upholstered chairs for the hall and 
in consequence we will be getting rid of 
the green plastic chairs which have 
been used for many years.  If you 
would like some or all of them, please 
let Carol know.  
 
If you would like to book the hall, please contact Carol Whitehart on 01392 213608.  
The cost is £8 per hour during the daytime and £10 per hour from 6pm. Brenda Spivey 
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IDE COMMUNITY SHOP AND POST OFFICE 
 

January the month of the Brownie! 
We expected January to be quiet on the cake front – with diets and new year’s 
resolutions etc - how wrong we were!  Cakeman’s cakes are always popular, and 
we never quite know what he will bring in – we just know Ide folk love them.  
Cakeman buys up end of lines and over produced lines that the manufacturer is 
making for Costa, Sainsburys, Mr Kipling, Waitrose and Marks and Spencer’s etc.  
There was a batch of brownies destined for Costa but the manufacturer could not 
account for half a kg of hazelnuts so the brownies could not go to them – so 
cakeman bought it and labelled it ‘could contain nuts’ and sold it.  
The large one in this photo weighed 3.49kgs 
and we had some others half the size as 
well.  When he carried them all in, I thought 
we are going to be returning these on the 
next visit; we are never going to sell them at 
that size – he said you will, they have been 
so popular – he was right I was wrong – we 
sold the lot and could have sold more, many 
times over.  He actually sold 4.5 tonnes of it 
– an awesome amount.  We didn’t just sell 
them, we had so much fun with them – they 
have been one of the biggest talking points ever in the shop – people came in 
picking them up just to feel the weight – children clubbed together to buy one – 
customers bought them for family dos and girlie get-togethers and so many other 
occasions.   So many people persuaded themselves they could not eat that much 
– but then came back and bought one. We have laughed so much with you all over 
these brownies – the shop at its best. The slabs of brownie were so big and 
chunky you could have laid a chocolate browne patio with them like something out 
of Hansel and Gretel – we are just glad you enjoyed them all so much – the fun as 
well as eating them. 

We have been asked if we can get Whortleberry Jam and 
I am pleased to say we are now carrying it in the 
Waterhouse Fayre range alongside their very popular 
and big selling Strawberry and Raspberry jams all made 
up the road in Tiverton. 

If there is something you would like the shop to stock, 
please do mention it to us – as we are your local shop 
and want to stock what you want and need and welcome 

feedback and suggestions. 
Thank you for all your continuing help and cooperation with mask wearing and 
sanitising and doing your bit to keep us all safe.          
A very very big and extremely grateful thank you to our wonderful, dedicated, 
fantastic and so so much else volunteers who have braved it seems like arctic 
temperatures at times to keep the shop open and running during this very cold 
snap when we have had to have the door open to keep air circulation as advised 
due to the virus , but it has been so so cold to work in – thank you one and all for 
your dedication and suffering – we really do appreciate it.                    Zetta King
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Ide Congregational Church 

 

What’s happening this month 
 

Sunday Services are held at 11am each week.  
 
 

What’s happening this month 
Sunday Services are held at 11am each week. Our speakers this month are: 

 

March 2022 11am 

6th Des Gardiner 

13th  Adrian Dawe 

20th  Samuel Oliver 

27th  Michael Trigg 

 

Other activities 
Thursday 10th March at 7pm – it’s time for Coffee Chat and Challenge 
 

A time for discussions and reflections relating to the Christian 
faith.  

Everyone welcome, and there’s always food!  
 

       Roy Endacott 
 
 

 
 
After a gap of three years, we can proudly announce that there will be a 
Bell Ringing Competition at St Ida’s Church on Saturday 2nd April from 2pm. 
The Ide Ringers have been pleased to return to our tower and thanks to all 
those who have told us that they are glad to hear the bells again on a Sunday 
morning. 
There will be visiting teams who are always appreciative of the local hospitality 
and everyone is welcome to join us at the church and share the legendary 
ringer’s tea. 
We can also welcome anyone who wants to learn to ring so please contact 
Mark on 01392 420316 if you would like to come along to a practice evening 
on a Tuesday.        Mark Armitage 
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SAINT IDA’S CHURCH 
 
Ash Wednesday, 2nd March, 7.30pm Service at Shillingford St George 
Sunday, 6th March  Lent 1  9.30am Holy Communion 
Sunday, 13th March  Lent 2  9.30am Morning Praise 
Sunday, 20th March  Lent 3  9.30am Holy Communion 
Sunday, 27th March   MOTHERING SUNDAY 8am  Holy Communion 
        10am  SPECIAL SERVICE 
 

Lent – There will be an Ash Wednesday Service at Shillingford Church on 
Wednesday, 2nd March, at 7.30pm.  During Lent we are being encouraged to 
use the booklet entitled ‘Live Lent – Embracing Justice’ copies of which are 
available in Church, price £1.50.  For each day there is a theme, picture, Bible 
passage, short reflection and simple prayer.  There will also be a chance to 
meet together at St Michael’s, Alphington, on Thursday, 24th March, and 
Thursday, 7th April, at 7.30pm, for a Lent Course. 

 

Mothering Sunday – We will be having 
a special Mothering Sunday Service on 
Sunday, 27th March, at 10am.  There will 
be bunches of flowers for everyone 
present and there may be some simnel 
cake with coffee/tea at the end of the 
Service.  There will also be bunches of 
flowers outside the Church after the 
Service for you to come and help 
yourselves. 
 

Baptisms, Weddings, etc. -  for enquiries about these please contact 
christenings@alphingtonstmichaels.org or 
weddings@alphingtonstmichaels.org                  Or ring 01392 491476.   
 

Mothers’ Union – On the 23rd February we met together at Sue Campbell’s to 
discuss the Lent booklet.  We haven’t been able to have a Lent lunch for two 
years, so it will be good to get together this month and raise some money for 
MU charities.  Brenda has offered to have us at her home again on 
Wednesday, 23rd March at 12.30pm for a soup lunch.  Friends are very 
welcome to join us.  Please let me or Brenda know if you will be there.  Don’t 
forget MU take mid-day prayers in the Cathedral on the last Friday of every 
month.  Do join them if you can.  Sue Campbell 
 

Advance notice – There will be a Bell Ringing Competition on Saturday, 
2nd April, when the church bells will be rung during the afternoon and early 
evening.  Teams come from the surrounding area to compete for different 
trophies.   Due to covid restrictions the bell ringers have been unable to have 
the competition during the last two years.  You may care to come along and 
watch the ringers at work.                                                        Brenda Spivey.  
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JUBILEE CLUB 
 

Having thankfully survived Dudley, Eunice and Franklin surely there must be 
better weather to come? However, when one hears of the problems others 
have suffered, we have little to complain about.  
Tony  kindly  wrote  the  following report  on  the  talk  by  Brenda  Loosemore. 
 

Our  first  speaker of 2022 was Brenda Loosemore who is always  great fun 
This  time  Brenda's subject was  The  1950s 
and  how  different  life  was  compared  to today.  For example, 
'Teenagers ' and  Rock and  Roll  only came into being  in  the  50s, and 
clothes sizes were much smaller then, probably due to the more limited supply 
and choice of food and Smiths crisps only came in one flavour 
plus  the  blue  twist  of  salt!  
Not many families had fridges or washing machines, and wireless was the 
main family entertainment. The  Archers had just  started in 1951. TV 
only became popular thanks to the Queen's coronation in1953, when all the 
new owners squeezed around a 12 inch screen hoping to see a gloomy black 
and white image. The cinema was still king and Brenda told us that there were 
nine picture houses in Torquay, but only one today. In fact her talk was a real 
walk down memory lane. Brenda is also a comic actress and her roles have 
included, Lady Bracknell and Madam Arcarti. She also takes part in Murder 
Evenings and this year is playing the Queen in the Jubilee events. Apparently 
she has been asked to play Helen Mirren playing the Queen. That should be 
really worth seeing.  
 

On February the 7th we were shown a selection of slides of old Exeter in the 
St Thomas area by our own local historian Tony Lethbridge.  
St Thomas was separated from Exeter by the river. People were able to walk 
across at low tide and had to use a boat at other times. It is believed that the 
Romans built the first stone bridge but there is no archaeological evidence for 
this. The medieval bridge whose arches we can still see today was built from 
volcanic stone. Completed in 1238 it was eventually demolished about 500 
years later. The Georgian bridge that replaced it was finally opened in 1778 
but in the early years of the 20th century it was found to be too steep for the 
new electric trams and so was demolished to make way for an Edwardian 
bridge, opened in 1905 which lasted for 70 years. 
 

Tony's grandfather bought the premises of the shop, J Lethbridge and Sons 
Poulterer and Game Dealer in 1939. A bomb landed close by during the Exeter 
blitz killing two people. The space left could then be used as a loading bay for 
the business. The railway station was built by Brunel. There once were two 
clerks and nine porters at the station. In 1960 there was severe flooding in the 
area and in order to get home from the town people walked along the railway 
line and down the steps from the station. In 1972 the shopping centre was 
built.  
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Photo Below:1960s Flooding in Cowick Street and Church Street, St. Thomas 

 
Sadly I must report the death of Burt Binstead, a club member for many years 
and the organiser of outings in the past.  
 
Diary dates: 
March 7th       Gentle Fun Seated Exercise 
March 21st    Our postponed Christmas lunch at the Devon motel.  
April 4th         Music for mothering Sunday.   
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Our Packaging free January 
 
With the New Year come New Year resolutions, and as the topic of Climate Change 
continues to dominate news headlines, Sarah and I decided to embark on a 
challenge to buy our food and drink packaging free during the month of January. 
After recent trips to the Supermarket we were left infuriated by the amount of plastic 
and other packaging used unnecessarily to protect goods, in particular fruit and 
vegetables (why a banana 
requires further protection from 
a plastic bag I don’t know). So, 
for the month of January we 
vowed to not purchase any food 
or drink items in any packaging 
(be it recyclable, compostable, 
or otherwise) to see how 
feasible this would be. Since 
taking on the challenge several 
people have taken an interest in 
our findings, and we had a couple of requests to write an article for the Ide Times. 
This article is not intended as a sermon on why you should boycott packaged items, 
more as a guide on how this could potentially be achieved. 
Before the challenge began we researched local shops/farms etc. to see which items 
could be purchased without packaging to ascertain what items we would have to 
give up during January. Sacrifices were made as it became apparent that my 
beloved red wine and Sarah’s ketchup would need to make way but, we were 
surprised at what could still be obtained from a variety of outlets throughout the local 
vicinity. Substitutes were required, for example my Honey Nut Cheerios made way 
for Oats, and tea bags were swapped for loose leaf tea.  
During the month we became regulars at the Zero Waste shops which are located at 
the bottom of Fore Street in town and on Magdalen Street in St. Leonards, where we 
obtained refills of items like flour, sugar, herbs, cooking oil, oats etc. What was 
interesting was the popularity of these shops which had customers going in and out 

(not just browsing but purchasing) during all our 
visits. Whilst the shopping experience was slightly 
more awkward due to the number of refillable 
containers required, and the tediousness of filling 
said containers e.g. spooning flour into a jar whilst 
not making a huge mess, the overall experience 
was a pleasant one and the staff in both shops 
were not only friendly but very knowledgeable.  
In truth we had previously started to shop 
packaging free by purchasing our milk from the 
milk vending machine in Longdown and our 
vegetables from Shillingford Organics, so this 
continued with the addition of trips to the bakery 

in St Thomas (shout out to Apple Blossom Café) and greengrocers, again in 
Magdalen Street.  At this point you may have noticed the number of establishments 
beginning to mount as we embarked on our weekly shop, and this is one of the 
issues we encountered. Lunchtime walks around the world were replaced with trips  
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to town to purchase more oats, evening strolls around the village turned into 
excursions to the milk vending machine to top up the supplies. We did joke that the 
kudos we were earning from shopping packaging free was immediately lost due to 
the carbon footprint we were creating.  
For the beer drinkers amongst you the Exeter 
Brewery will refill suitable containers if you visit their 
shop in St. Davids. On my first visit I almost 
purchased a 20-litre container to fill until I realised, I 
would need to consume it all in about 3 days. A 5-
litre container was deemed more suitable and a cost 
of £2 per pint meant that it wasn’t much different to 
purchasing it in bottles from the shop. Greendale 
Farm Shop was also an excellent option as they will 
serve meat and deli items in your own containers. 
Albeit this is where our bank balances really took a 
hit! 
During the month several experiments were 
undertaken…not all of which were successful…in 
fact not many of which were successful. For 
instance, making your own crisps is more difficult 
than I would like. Also, I found out I’m not the best 
baker when I mentioned to my friend that I had 
difficulty baking shortbread he went on to tell me 
that is one of the easier items to bake. Four 
attempts in and I’ve not seen any improvement yet.  
As you can imagine, it’s not only the time it took but 
also the cost which was a negative in the 
experiment. It’s no secret that shopping in 
greengrocers is more expensive that supermarkets, 
likewise with bakeries, farm shops etc. Whilst some 
of the mark ups were negligible others were 
significant. We were often asked during January 
what we would and wouldn’t continue to buy packaging free and the answer is that 
we would continue to buy most things packaging free, but meat is something we 
would have to return to the supermarket for, barring a significant lottery win.  
We did notice because of both the cost and the convenience that the general food 
consumption in the house during this period went down. Previously sweets and 
cakes were endangered species with a life expectancy about as long as a game of 
football. But snacking was significantly reduced as we became very aware of the 
significance of a raid on the biscuit jar.  
The experience has made us wiser and more aware of the potential for shopping 
packaging free. The time it takes for two working individuals can’t be ignored, throw 
in a couple of kids if you have them and you would have little time for yourself. The 
satisfaction we got from shopping locally was immense, and it was certainly a more 
pleasant experience. The amount of driving required for this experiment can’t be 
ignored and it would be more achievable for someone living in the centre of town. 
The extra money required is the main stumbling block we encountered but with the 
exception of meat I wouldn’t say the increased cost was too significant. Some items 
in the Zero Waste shop were cheaper than the Supermarket, for instance refilling our 
saltshaker cost about 10p!                                                                  Richard Reardon  
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Typical working hours will be between 

11am and 3pm due to our changeover 

period.  

Currently, we do not have set changeover 

days, however, Fridays, Sundays and 

Monday are typically our busiest days for 

changeover. Workload may increase 

during the Easter, May and Summer 

school holidays as this is when we 

anticipate opening our Campsite.  

If you are interested in this position, or 

have any questions, please get in touch 

with Holly and Grace by emailing 

hello@westtownfarm.co.uk or giving the 

office a call.  

 

  WEST TOWN FARM  

If you’ve walked past the farm recently you 
may have heard an absence of mooing in 
the yard. That’s because with spells of 
exceptionally dry weather we have 
occasionally moved the pregnant cows and 
heifers out to the fields to stretch their legs and 
enjoy the sunshine. We normally keep them in the 
barn all winter to protect the pasture, keeping soil 
structure intact. 
It really is a pleasure to see them outside again and 

they clearly love it. We also gave them a haircut! 

Think clippers, only bigger. Cattle, like most animals, 

are prone to a little critter which likes to keep warm in 

the winter in their fur. As organic farmers we don’t 

use pesticides so a judicious trim helps the cows feel 

comfortable.         

Sarah Walsh, 

West Town Farm, Ide, Exeter, EX2 9TG 

T: (01392) 811257 | E: hello@westtownfarm.co.uk | www.westtownfarm.co.uk 

We’re Hiring! 
 

We’re looking for a local cleaner with a flexible schedule to join our team, starting mid April.  

Wage - £10.50/hour

The ideal candidate will:  

● Have a great eye for detail 

● Be responsible and demonstrate good 

initiative 

● Be happy to work around an irregular 

changeover schedule 

● Preferably have a driver's licence (you 

may need to use one of the farm vehicles 

to drive around the farm) 

Responsibilities will include:  

● Shepherd’s Hut Changeovers 

● Bell Tent Changeovers 

● Cleaning the compost loos and shower 

● Keeping the campsite tidy and litter free 

● Laundry (using our washer and dryer)  
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