
 
 

                   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
Apple blossom in Ide Orchard 

(photo by Peter Cloke) 
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MAY 2022 
 

By the time you read this the Plant swap on 
the Village Green will have taken place.  You 
may need all the plants you can get with the 
Open Gardens event coming up in June and the 
fact that Ide is being entered in the RHS SW 
Britain in Bloom Competition.  Last year the 
village did very well and we all enjoyed the troughs and hanging baskets full of 
flowers.  What with that and the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebration weekend in 
June, there is a lot to look forward to.   
 
   Articles for the June issue of the Ide Times should be sent to me Brenda 
Spivey at brendaspivey123@btinternet.com by the 20th May. 
 
        Brenda Spivey (01392 275784) 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Shop Opening Hours:    (Tel. 410035)  
Monday – Friday  8am – 12 noon  and  3pm – 6.30pm 
Saturdays   8am – 1pm   
Sundays   9am  - 12 noon  

Post Office Opening Hours 
 Monday - Friday  9am - 11.45 am & 3pm - 5pm 
 Saturdays   9am - 12 noon 
 
 
********************************************************************************************* 
IDE MEMORIAL HALL - to book the hall for your event/party please contact Carol 
Whitehart on 01392 213608. 
 
********************************************************************************************* 
The Mobile Library will be in The Huntsman car park from 12.20 to 12.50 on 
Friday, 6th May and Monday, 30th May. 
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  USEFUL NUMBERS 
   Community Policeman:  101 
   The Parish Church - Rev Mike Partridge 01392 491476 and leave a                  
message or 07751 725306, or email: rev.mike.partridge@gmail.com  
    Congregational Church: Jackie Chadwick   jacky.c@talktalk.net 
   M.P.  Mel Stride: 02072 197037 melstride.mp@parliament.uk                    

mailto:brendaspivey123@btinternet.com


IDE PARISH COUNCIL 
Idevillage.org.uk 

 
IDE COMMUNITY ORCHARD  
By the time this edition is published the Orchard will be open for everyone to visit, 
walk in, have a picnic, and enjoy the view over the village. If you haven’t found the 
Orchard yet, it’s 50 metres up the High Street past the mini roundabout, on the right, 
opposite Pynes Farm. It’s looking a picture with the trees in full blossom, and the 
grass cut. It has a character all its own and - at the risk of fancy - gives a sure sense 
of calm and beauty. 
Our thanks to James Romain and Simon Topliss for their help with path cutting and 
fencing; and to Andy Bragg, and Mike and his tractor, for their hedging and grass 
cutting. 
 
The Parish Council owns the freehold to the land; and now has the task of running it, 
through the Ide Community Orchard Management Group.  
 
There’s a notice on  the gate setting out the guidelines for using the Orchard.  
* The Orchard is open every day of the year from dawn until dusk, but is closed from 
10pm. 
* We will give lots of notice when access to all or parts of the Orchard may be 
restricted for maintenance, grazing or grass cutting. 
* You may walk your dog in the Orchard, but please exercise close control at all 
times and clean up after your dog, using the waste bin at the entrance to the 
Orchard. 
* Commercial dog walking is not allowed in  the Orchard 
* The Orchard is not suitable or safe for cars or bikes. 
* Please take your litter home with you. 
 
On Sunday 5 June at 12 noon, as part of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
celebrations, there will be a short but definitely “grand” opening ceremony, with a 
special tree planting, to mark the occasion. Anyone and everyone welcome. 
 

WEIR MEADOW and NORTHERN FIELDS  
We’ve had an encouraging first response to our application for permission to take a 
loan to meet the balance in  funds [£152,282] required to purchase Weir Meadow 
and Northern Fields. We are now at the stage of providing further information to the 
Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities. We expect to hear the 
outcome by mid June. 
In the meantime, the working group is preparing an application  to the National 
Lottery Community Fund awards up to £10k for fencing and planting as per our 
planning permission; creating a footpath; signage; filling  the hole at the entrance; 
levelling and seeding; and bird and mouse boxes. We will become eligible for this 
grant once we own the land. It is also taking expert advice on how best to utilise and 
let the Northern Fields once we own them.  
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REMOVAL of TREES and VEGETATION from the A30 / IDE VILLAGE ROAD 
BARRIER                
The National Highways Authority have started to replace the tree and hedge 
planting along this strip, with more planned shortly. 
 
PARKING ON THE PAVEMENTS at JUNCTION of FORE STREET WITH IDE 
VILLAGE ROAD 
Additional planters have now been sited on the pavement at the entrance to the 
village. This is a safety measure to preserve the visual splay onto Ide Village Road 
when exiting Fore Street.  All vehicle parking on the pavements at this junction is 
prohibited for safety reasons. The Parish Council will report illegal or unsafe parking 
at this junction to Devon Highways and the Police. 
 
IDE PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 

Current Applications 

21/02929/LBC  - Drakes Farm, Fore Street.  External and internal works and 
alterations including regularisation of previously undertaken unauthorised works. 
Supported. Awaiting decision by TDC 

22/00083/LBC - 30 High Street - Relocation of BT bracket.  Supported. 
Awaiting a decision by TDC  

21/01626/FUL - Stevens Farm, Ide Village Road. Erection of an Agricultural 
Storage Shed. Supported.  Awaiting decision BY TDC.  

22/00324/CAN - 8 The College. Crown reduce one chestnut by up to 3m and 
one golden cypress by up to 1m, and crown lift one pine by up to 2m.  
Supported.  Awaiting decision by TDC. 

 

Decided Applications 

22/00467/TPO - 12 High Street - Pruning of minor lower branches. 
Permission granted  
by TDC 

22/00446/TPO - Pole House, Old Ide Lane - Pruning works as itemised. 
Permission granted by TDC  

 

 
 Round Field, Crabb Lane, off Ide Village Road, Ide 1/02543/HOU - The work has 
been stopped and they have been to advised submit a planning application by 
TDC’s enforcement officer.  
The next meeting of the Planning Committee is on Wednesday 18 May 2022 at 
6.30pm - venue to be advised. To view planning applications, go to 
www.teignbridge.gov.uk/planning and search using the address or reference 
number.  
Ben Ervine, Chair, planning committee ben.ervine.ideparish@gmail.com   
telephone 07980843120 
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The next meeting of Ide Parish Council is on Wednesday 18 May 2022 at 7.30pm to 
be held in Ide Memorial Hall. The evening will comprise: the Annual Parish Meeting, 
to be followed by the Annual meeting of Ide Parish Council, to be followed by the 
regular May Parish Council meeting. 
Change of September 2022 meeting date: please note that the date of the 
September meeting will be 14 September (not 21 September). 
 
CONTACT DETAILS 
Clerk – Mel Liversage   01392 259024    ideparishclerk@gmail.com 
Chair – Nick Bradley     01392 420616    ncabradley@gmail.com 
 

 
 

 
 
 Have you noticed the new 
 planters at the bottom of the 
 village which have been put 
 there to deter people from 
 using the pavement for parking 
 and obscuring motorists’ vision. 

************************************************************************************************* 
 
 
 
 
360 BUS TIMETABLE  
Ide         7.51     10.01      12.39         14.34          
Exeter, Sidwell Street            8.13     10.20      12.58         14.53          
 

Exeter, Sidwell Street           8.35     11.15      13.15         16.15         17.55 
Ide                                        8.53     11.33      13.28         16.33         18.13 
 
The 360 bus route is now run by Stagecoach and finishes in Sidwell Street. 
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IDE COMMUNITY SHOP AND POST OFFICE 

 

AGM 
 
We are delighted to finally be able to invite everyone to the Shop AGM & Social 
after covid has stopped us holding it for the last few years.  More details to follow 
nearer the time, but it will be on Friday 1st July at 7pm in the Huntsman’s garden, 
by kind permission of Colin, who will be doing some veggie burgers, meat burgers, a 
veggie curry and meat curry specials to feed us on the night.    It would be great if as 
many people as can could join us on the night after so long of not having this special 
evening. 
 
Volunteers 
 
Apologies I forgot to pass on that Liz Aldborough was another great asset to the 
shop team who we love having on board.  Liz has done many shifts now and we 
enjoy working with her but she joined between one edition of Ide Times I had written 
and another, so slipped through the net when I came to do the next article.  How I 
could forget to mention someone as wonderful as Liz I will never know. 
 
Easter 
 
It was a busy Easter in the shop with all the Easter Eggs selling out early on so we 
had to have two more deliveries of them, which also all sold out, as did all the Easter 
cards.  Thank you to all the volunteers who covered the various holiday shifts over 
this time – we do appreciate you giving up your time off to help out.   

 
We were delighted to work with 
the Macmillan Mighty Hikers on 
being the starting point for their 
Easter Egg Hunt – which was 
so well arranged and so much 
fun.  It was good to see the 
children out and about looking 
for the clues in the lovely 
Easter Weather and helping a 
good cause in the process.  We 
love working with other village 
groups on projects like this.  As 
always we have had some 
lovely coloured in pictures from 
our wonderful younger shop customers which are on display in the shop. 
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We are always aware of the ever 
increasing food intolerances and 
dietary needs of our customers, 
and to this end are stocking a new 
range of gluten free baking mixes.  
The range include a cookie mix, a 
chocolate cake mix, a waffle mix 
and pancake mix – all made up the 
road in Somerset.  
 
 
With holiday time fast approaching we will be losing volunteers as they go off on 
their jaunts.  We have never missed opening the shop at any time we advertise as 
being open but it does get hard at times.  Could you spare a few hours to help out 
even if once a month or as and when – we do not ask for a set commitment we are 
grateful for any help you can offer.  As well as manning the till we are always looking 
for more people to help in other roles in shop life – there is a job to fit most people 
so do come and talk to us if you would like to do your bit in keeping your local 
community shop as the great village asset it is.  Free tea and coffee whilst on shift 
and very often cake too thanks to the wonderful Ivor.             
                                                           Zetta 
 

 
 

IDE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 
 

On Thursday, the 31st of March Ide Primary 
School planted a silver birch tree this has been 
dedicated for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee as 
part of the Queen’s canopy.   The children had a 
special assembly and sang a beautiful song about 
the  
silver birch. 
 
The children have watered the tree and will watch 
it flourish and grow over the coming years. 
 
Thank you to all involved.  
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Ide Congregational Church – May 2022 
What’s happening this month 

 
Sunday Services are held at 11am each week. Our speakers this month are: 

 

May 2022 11am 

1st  Robert Partridge 

8th   Samuel Oliver 

15th   Des Gardiner 

22nd  Michael Trigg 

29th  Denzil Tancock 

 
Other activities 
Thursday 19th May at 7pm – it’s time for Coffee Chat and Challenge 
On Thursday 19th May at 7pm we will be meeting together for Coffee, Chat and 
Challenge 

 
A time for discussions and reflections relating to the   
Christian faith.  
Everyone welcome, and there’s always food!  

 
 

 

 
          

                              PLATINUM PLANT SALE!  
In aid of Ide Green Spaces 

Sunday 5th June 2-4pm at 2 The College, Ide, EX2 9RH 
 
A range of Ide grown plants (annual & perennial flowers and 
vegetables) to brighten up your summer gardens!   Any excess 
plants you may have to donate are very welcome. 
 
       Tea and Cake available!!!    Liz & Richard Sharman. 
 
************************************************************************************************
MOTHERS’ UNION 
 

As well as a meeting for May there are two other dates for your diaries. 
We will meet as a branch on Wednesday May 25th, 2.30 pm at my home, in Fore St. 
I haven’t been very diligent in giving you dates, but on Friday May 20th MU will hold 
its AGM in Crediton, 10.30am.   Also we have a date for the commissioning of new 
officers for the diocese and branches, it will be on Saturday 18th June, at 5.30pm 
(note!) in the cathedral.   Banners will be presented.  It’s important that branches are 
represented on these occasions, maybe one or two of you may be able to join me. 

8.    Sue Campbell 
 



SAINT IDA’S CHURCH 

 
Sunday, 1st May    9.30am Holy Communion 
Sunday, 8th May    9.30am Morning Praise 
Sunday, 15th May   9.30am Holy Communion 
Sunday, 22nd May   8am  Holy Communion 
Thursday, 26th May Ascension Day 7.30pm Holy Communion 
Ide Church 
Sunday, 29th May   11am Joint Service at Shillingford 
Sunday, 5th  June   10am Songs of Praise on the Village Green 
 
On Good Friday we had a Devotional Service with the 
large wooden cross at the front of the church – a red robe 
over one of its arms and a crown of thorns on it.  During 
the Service on Easter Sunday this same cross (minus the 
red robe and crown of thorns) was covered with bunches 
of Spring flowers to remind us of Jesus’ resurrection from 
the dead and the promise of a new life after death.  At the 
end of the Service the cross was put outside the church 
and people were invited to help themselves to the bunches 
of flowers (and some chocolates). 
Our thanks to Vron who took the Easter Sunday Service 
and to all who made up bunches of flowers and contributed 
in so many ways. 
 
Ide Village Fete – Saturday, 4th June, from 1.30pm on the Village Green 
This is one of the main events of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and will include a 
Tea Party at 3pm.  There is competition for a Platinum Jubilee Cake bring your 
cake to the Fete by 1.30pm with your name and baker’s details. 
 
The afternoon will start with the Dog Show at 1.30pm, the cakes will then be judged 
at 2.30pm, followed by the tea at 3pm, when we can eat the cakes!  There will be 
several stalls and activities – egg throwing and tug-o-war - a bar and BBQ.  From 

5.30 onwards there will be live music.  We hope it will be a fine weekend and look 
forward to seeing you there.  
 
Help during the Saturday morning with the erection of gazebos, putting round 
bunting, etc. is always appreciated.  
 
Sunday, 5th June – at 10am we plan to have Songs of Praise on the Village 
Green instead of our usual Service in church. 
 
Baptisms, Weddings, etc. -  for enquiries about these please contact 
christenings@alphingtonstmichaels.org or weddings@alphingtonstmichaels.org 
Or ring the Revd Mike Partridge on 01392 491476.                               
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            IDE MEMORIAL HALL 

 
 
 

Annual General Meeting - This will take place on Wednesday, 4th May, in the Hall 
at 7.30pm.  This meeting is open to everyone so why not come and hear how your 
hall is run. 
 
The hall has a Management Committee which is made up of members from village 
organisations, including the Parish Council.  Ide Memorial Hall is a registered charity 
and submits details of its annual accounts to the Charity Commission.   
 
During the last few years the hall has been completely refurbished with a new 
kitchen and toilets – the wall on that side having been tanked to get rid of the damp 
– the old stage was removed – the heating and lighting systems modernised – and a 
new floor fitted.  Last year acoustic panels were fitted to improve the sound quality 
and in the last few weeks a pull down screen has been fitted and 50 new chairs 
purchased.   
 
On the south facing roof of the hall the Community Shop paid for solar panels to be 
installed and the hall receives a regular income from the shop for these panels.  The 
hall is pleased to be of service to the shop storing the ice-cream freezer during the 
winter months and, on occasions, providing extra fridge and freezer space when the 
shop runs out of space. 
 

If you would like to book the hall, please contact Carol Whitehart on 01392 213608.  
The cost is £8 per hour during the daytime and £10 per hour from 6pm.  There is a 
flat rate of £25 for children’s parties. 
 

 

IDE COMMUNITY LUNCH CLUB – The next lunch will be on Friday, 13th May. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                         
 

SW IN BLOOM COMPETITION 
 
Boom “The Bloom” is Back! 
 
After the fun and success (not to mention the lovely 
comments and enthusiasm) of last year I’ve nervously re-
entered Ide into the SW in Bloom competition.   
  
This year the RHS will not only be awarding points for 
community and horticulture but will also be looking at 
environment and sustainability. I’m super excited about this and have already 
started to grow some of the flower seeds from the seed swap in some blooming 
marvellous peat free compost!  
 
It would be lovely to get as many people involved right from the start.  There’s 
already mention of red, white, and blue for the jubilee celebrations… please get in 
touch if you’d like to get involved or take on a part of the village to plant and water.  
 

 
Happy Blooming 
Paula (07970 960789) 
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JUBILEE CLUB 

 
On March 21st   we  were  able  to  celebrate  our postponed  Christmas  lunch 
at  the  Devon  Motel where  we  were  made  very  welcome  and  served  an 
excellent  meal.  This  was subsidised,  thanks  to a kind  donation  to 
the  club  by  Enid Hoskin. 
 
 
 
There were happy  faces  on 
April  4th  when Sue brought a 
group  of Ide Schoolchildren  to 
entertain us.  What  a  joy it was 
to  hear  their enthusiasm  as 
they  sang.  Their  songs  included 
“There's  a Local  Fred  in 
the  flowerbed”., a sad song about a 
problem  we all  have  over the  lost 
socks, then  a  tricky 
one  when  they  had  to  sing  the  alphabet  backwards.  We  were  invited  to  join  
in  but thought it  was  best  left  to  the  children!  Posies of flowers  were  given  out 
before  the  children  returned  to  school.  
 
There was a special mention, Peggy's  birthday, because she is always 
remembering  all our birthdays.  
 
DIARY  DATES  
May 2nd  An outing when we go  cruising  on the  Tiverton  Canal. 10.45 

The  bottom  of Dunsford Hill,   10.50.at the  top of the  Hill, 11.00 at Ide 
and 11.10 at Alphington.  

May 16th   Wea celebrate our   45th birthday  with  a party.  Entertainment  by a 
ukulele band. 

June 13th  A talk:  Royal  Flower Traditions through the Years and 
demonstration  by Tina Young. 

June 27th  Strawberry  Tea at Longdown.                                 Jean Hoskin 
 
************************************************************************************************ 
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IDE MEMORIAL HALL 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Wednesday, 4th May, 7.30pm 

In the Memorial Hall 

 

All welcome. 

http://10.50.at/


IDE OPEN GARDENS 
Sunday, 19th June 

 
On Sunday June 19th Ide Open Gardens will return. It's a chance for people to enjoy 
a day wandering around some of the lovely gardens we have the village - and enjoy 
a bit of tea and cake along the way. 
 
If you would like to take part, then we'd be delighted to hear from you. Details are to 
be confirmed, but participants opened their gardens between 10.00am and 4.00pm 
last time (2017!). Proceeds from tickets sales will go to support local projects. 
 
What made it such a success last time was the range of gardens available to visit - 
people love the variety. Whether you have a kitchen garden, informal, higgledy -
piggledy, allotment etc - you are very welcome! It's up to you too if you are happy - 
or not - to have dogs too.  Some people sold tea and cake or offered plants for sale - 
but there's no expectation. 
 
So if you think you'd like to take part, then please let me know - my email is 
markdthomas@live.co.uk - or give me a call on 07748 148017. 
 
Mark 
On Behalf of Ide Growers. 
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PLASTIC PACKAGING 
 

 Thank you Richard Reardon for your interesting article in the March edition of 
the Ide Times, regarding your packaging free January, which set me thinking. 
Being one of the older generation I can remember the days before plastic when 
other materials were used and wondered if we couldn’t return to some of those. 
 
 Cornflakes were packaged in greaseproof 
paper inside the cardboard box.  This greaseproof 
was always kept and used to line cake tins.  I am 
pleased that even today flour and sugar are sold in 
paper packaging.  Both of these items need to be 
kept dry and I am therefore surprised that paper is 
not used for the packaging of the various sorts of 
pasta and rice.  Milk, of course, was delivered to our 
doorsteps in bottles and the empties went back to 
the dairy to be washed and re-used.  Likewise the 
Corona man came round with soft drinks in bottles, 
which again were returned for washing and re-use.  
Bread was unwrapped, whilst cakes and buns were put into a paper bag. 
 
 A visit to the sweet shop meant choosing from an array of large glass jars and 
the purchase of a quarter of a pound of sweets, which were shaken out into a paper 
bag.  Today’s hygiene standards wouldn’t allow that to happen, but it probably 
helped our own immune systems. 
 
 A lot of today’s packaging is aimed at tempting us to buy more – chocolate 
bars are wrapped in plastic and then six or more bars wrapped in a further layer of 
plastic.  The same thing happens to crisps.  Beautifully decorated cakes are 
carefully packaged in pretty boxes so that they are undamaged when we get home.  
We now eat yoghurt and other delicacies which are packaged in plastic pots, 
whereas cream used to be sold in cardboard pots. 
 

 Today our shops tempt us with a vast array of foods from around the world, 
beautifully packaged and fresh, even ready-made meals.  The invention of plastic 
has made a huge difference to our lives, it is just a pity that no-one has really got to 
grips with getting it to decompose.   
 
 I don’t think Richard and family would want to go back to pre-plastic days.  
Especially as hardly anyone had cars then!  It was women who did the shopping – 
walking to the local shops or taking the bus – carrying the shopping home or loading 
it onto the pram.  I wouldn’t want to go back to that way of life! 
 

Brenda Spivey 
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STUDIO 74, Exeter Phoenix 
The home of independent Cinema 

Open 7 days a week. Screenings from 10:45am. Tickets from £5. 
 

Coming to Exeter Phoenix this May 
 

THE NORTHMAN (15) from Fri 29 Apr 
WALL OF SHADOWS (ctba) from Fri 29 Apr 
PRAYERS FOR THE STOLEN (15) from Sat 30 Apr 
COMPARTMENT NO.6 (15) from Fri 6 May 
PLAYGROUND (15) from Fri 6 May 
CASABLANCA BEATS (12A) from Fri 13 May 

WILD MEN (15) from Fri 6 May 
CABARET (50TH ANNIVERSARY) (15) Sat 13 & Sun 14 May  
SMALL BODY (12A) from Sun 20 May  
THE HAPPENING (15) from Fri 20 May 
THE INNOCENTS (15) from Fri 20 May 
BENEDICTION (12A) from Fri 27 May 

 
Box office: 01392 667066  

Screening times and details exeterphoenix.org.uk/genre/film/ 
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WEST TOWN FARM NEWS 

 
Last week there was excitement on the farm when the first swallows 
returned. They always bring joy as they swoop up and down the yard 
scoping out barns for their familiar nesting sites. These kind of events 
remind us of why we farm the way we do, working with nature, 
providing homes and habitat for all kinds of plants and animals.  
 
Drama came in a different form too.  We had to call 
the vet when a cow was having trouble calving. Turns 
out she had a twisted uterus. Katie asked for all 
hands on deck so that we could roll the cow which 
usually works. Unfortunately after 3 rolls (no easy 
task, a cow is very heavy and understandably 
distressed) the decision was taken to perform a C-
section in the barn. This is a big operation and the 
prognosis for the cow was not optimistic but at least 
the calf might be alive. After nail biting minutes a bull 
calf was pulled out and with plenty of encouragement 
started breathing. The vet was amazing, working 
quickly in low light. She stitched up the wound with a 
big curved needle, first the muscle layers and then the 
skin. She administered antibiotics and we hoped for 
the best. Happily despite the qualms, the cow was 
licking her calf within seconds and as I write this she 
is recuperating in the old orchard and both are doing well. We have named the calf 
Caesar. 
 
Our  handmade 100% grass fed beef burgers are now for sale  in the farm shop. 
Our brilliant volunteers did sterling work with Andy and Grace in the farm kitchen. 
We have both regular and chilli burgers available and they are delicious. Come get 
them!  
 
Keep an eye out for bell tents opening for the season. These will be available to hire 
out. Come fully kitted out! Great for visiting families and friends in the Ide area.  
 
 
Sarah Walsh - Herdsperson 
West Town Farm, Ide, Exeter, EX2 9TG 
T: (01392) 811257 | 
www.westtownfarm.co.uk 
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