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Escaping the sun, a walk at Steppes Bridge 
reminded me how lucky we are to have such 
idyllic places almost on our doorstep. 
Lucky also to live in such a vibrant community               
with so much going on that brings people 
together. The opening of the orchard, the Jubilee 
celebrations and Open Gardens all feature 
somewhere in this edition. Plus some excellent 
news about the future of West Town Farm on 
page 16. 
 
 
Articles for the August issue of the Ide Times should be sent to me by the 
20th July please – annboyce@talk21.com 
 
***************************************************************************************  

Community Shop Opening Hours: (Tel. 410035) 
Monday – Friday 8am – 12 noon and 3pm – 
6.30pm Saturdays 8am – 1pm 
Sundays 9am - 12 noon 

Post Office Opening Hours 
Monday - Friday 9am - 11.45 am & 
3pm - 5pm Saturdays 9am - 12  
 

************************************************************************************ 
IDE MEMORIAL HALL - to book the hall for your event/party please 
contact Carol  Whitehart on 01392 213608- 

 

*********************************************************************************** The 
Mobile Library will be in The Huntsman car park from 12.20 to 12.50 on 
Monday 25th July and 22nd August. 
 
************************************************************************************* 

360 BUS TIMETABLE 
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Ide  7.51  10.01  12.39  14.34  

Exeter, Sidwell Street  8.13  10.20  12.58  14.53 

Exeter, Sidwell Street  8.35  11.15  13.15 16.15 17.55 
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              PARISH COUNCIL   Idevillage.org.uk 
 

IDE COMMUNITY ORCHARD 
\ 

 
The formal opening of the Orchard took 
place on Sunday 5 June 2022, attended 
by over 100 people. One of Ide’s oldest 
residents, Mrs Sylvia Moore, and one of 
Ide’s youngest residents, Heidi Miles, 
joined in cutting the ribbon.  Mark 
Thomas  described how the orchard 
project had come into being, and Carolyn 
Tysoe read an extract written by Frank 
Moore about orchards in Ide. An apple 
tree was planted by the chair of the 
Parish Council.  Many residents then 
picnicked in the Orchard at tables spread 
over the three and a half acres, on a 
warm, sunny afternoon.  The community 
orchard is a wonderful green space for 
Ide, which we know will be used and 
enjoyed by residents for generations to 

come.   
 

WEIR MEADOW AND NORTHERN FIELDS  

The Fete on 4 June attracted record numbers of people.... and dogs. And it didn’t 
rain. Takings from the bar and the Pimms tent went to the Weir Meadow development 
fund, and came to over £2,200, for which the Parish Council extend very warm thanks 
to the organisers.  
On 16 June we received the loan of £152,000 from the Public Works Loan Board for 
the balance required to buy Weir Meadow and the Northern Fields. The loan comes 
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at a fixed rate, over a 50 year period, and does not have to be secured against the 
land. Because the Parish Council is to be the owner, the government view the 
guarantee of the parish precept as sufficient security. You will see ‘To Let’ signs 
around Weir Meadow and the Northern Fields over the next four weeks. These relate 
only to the Northern Fields, not to Weir Meadow (they are positioned in places where 
they are most likely to be seen). Peter Skinner is kindly acting on the Council’s behalf, 
pro bono, to gauge interest in renting the Northern  Fields  before we exercise the 
option to purchase agreement. All being well, we expect that by mid September we 
will be the owners of the Meadow and the Fields. 
 

PLANNING MATTERS:   

New (Retrospective) Application   

22/00826/FUL Land at NGR 290858, 90284, Ide, Devon (Round Field)  

Formation of a yard for storage of machinery and construction materials and the 
siting of 14 secure storage containers and associated landscaping (retrospective). 
The Planning Committee voted unanimously to object to this retrospective 
application, on the grounds that it does not comply with the terms of the Ide 
Neighbourhood Plan.  Policy IDE07 of the Plan requires that proposals for 
development within the Ide Gateway Enhancement Area, where Round Field lies, will 
only be supported if they do not have an adverse impact on the rural character of the 
Village entrance or its approaches along the C50 (Ide Village Road). The Planning 
Committee of Ide Parish Council consider that this development, whose operators 
have been running their business on the site for many months without planning 
permission, is in clear breach of the Neighbourhood Plan policy IDE07.  

Current Applications 

Reference:22/00449/MAJ Address: Springwell Nursery, Ide, Devon, EX2 9FB  

Proposal: Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) on planning permission 
18/01024/MAJ. Awaiting decision. (Erection of a new garden sales area 
building including ancillary cafe/restaurant, storage/warehouse, new public car 
parking area and turning area)  
Type: Major Application 

22/00452/MAJ Address: Springwell Nursery, Ide, Devon, EX2 9FB  
Proposal: Removal of condition 5 (footpath widening) on planning permission 

18/01024/MAJ. Objected. Awaiting decision. 

(Erection of a new garden sales area building including ancillary cafe/restaurant, 

storage/warehouse, new public car parking area and turning area)  

Type: Major Application  

21/02929/LBC Drakes Farm, Fore Street Ide EX2 9RL. External and internal 

works and alterations including regularisation of previously undertaken 

unauthorised works. Supported. Awaiting decision.  

21/01626/FUL Stevens Farm, Ide Village Road, Ide, EX2 9FB. Erection of an 

Agricultural Storage Shed. Supported.  Awaiting decision  

Decided Applications   

22/00083/LBC  

30 High Street, Ide, Devon, EX2 9RW   Relocation of BT bracket   Permission 

granted by TDC 

22/00329/HOU Ide - 34 High Street, Ide EX2 9RW 

Proposal: Loft conversion including rear dormer and front roof lights Permission 

Refused by TDC. 
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The next meeting of Ide Planning Committee is on Wednesday 20 July 2022 at 

6.30pm in venue to be confirmed. To view planning applications, go to 

www.teignbridge.gov.uk/planning and search using the address or reference 

number.  

Ben Ervine is Chair of Ide Planning Committee:  ben.ervine.ideparish@gmail.com 
telephone 07980843120  

IDE CEMETERY.  Please note - Dogs are not allowed in Ide Cemetery. 

THE NEXT MEETING of Ide Parish Council is on Wednesday 20 July 2022 at 

7.30pm to be held in Ide Memorial Hall.    

  
CONTACT DETAILS  

Clerk to Ide Parish Council – Mel Liversage   01392 259024    

ideparishclerk@gmail.com  

Chair of Ide Parish Council – Nick Bradley     01392 420616    

ncabradley@gmail.com         
 
 

From your District Councillors 
 

We are still working to get a policy in the next Teignbridge local plan requiring 

developers to use cut and fill where possible to accommodate surplus materials 

on site. This incentive would reduce the need for inert landfill sites which are 

damaging and unpopular with communities, and have had a huge impact 

locally. Developments which ignore this policy and export large quantities with 

Devon County expected to provide landfill sites, would be more likely to be 

refused. 

A good example of this is the A382 Jetty Marsh link Road in Newton Abbot 

which Teignbridge recently agreed to partly funding. This is part of a wider 

strategy to improve the connection from Newton Abbot North to the A38 at 

Drum bridges. The upgraded link road has good walking and cycling provision 

helping to join the active travel Network from Newton Abbot towards Dartmoor. 

Built into this proposal is the use of inert fill material from the adjacent housing 

development to form the level of the new link road. Just the sort of thing we 

want to encourage with planning policies. 

Your local Councillors 

Andy Swain, Alison Foden, Charles Nuttall and Alan Connett 
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IDE COMMUNITY SHOP AND POST OFFICE 
 

 Well June has been a colourful month in the 
shop with all the beautiful plants for sale.  
Susanna has been kept very busy getting 
them from New Leaf as they sell so quickly 
because they are such good quality and so 
reasonably priced.  As well as adding a 
splash of colour to the forecourt and then your 
gardens there is the knowledge that every 
sale helps the very valuable and much 
needed work that New Leaf does with its 
various projects that help and support the 
people that need them.  By the time this goes 
to press we hope you have also enjoyed 
seeing the plants in their new homes during 
Ide Open Gardens.  The flower theme continues in the shop as we work on the shop’s entry 
for the Ide Doorstep Challenge, and we encourage all the younger members of the shop’s 
clientele to colour/decorate pictures that we can use to brighten up the shop for the Ide in 
Bloom judging. 
Also, by the time you read this we should have enjoyed the first shop AGM for several years 
at the Huntsman and we thank Colin and Dawn and their wonderful team for kindly hosting 
us and all their hard work in feeding and watering us during the evening.  We hope many of 
you joined us and heard the latest shop news but most importantly just enjoyed a good night 
with us. 
We are delighted to have welcomed two new volunteers to the shop team – Susan and 
Simon who have both grasped what needs to be done willingly and competently and we love 
having two new volunteers on board who it is great to work with.  Thank you both for the 
shifts you have already done and what you are already contributing to shop life.   We so 
appreciate each and every one of our volunteers involved in so many varied areas of shop 
life and we literally could not function without you so thank you for all the time you give up 
supporting us.  We love it when volunteers suggest things we have not thought of and very 
special thanks to Sarah Reardon on this one for going around recruiting for more shop 
volunteers at the fantastic Sausage and Cider Festival at the Huntsman and the wonderful 
day that was the church fete and jubilee celebration.  Sarah, we appreciate that you think so 
much of the shop to give up your time at such fun times to do this and all you do to support 
the shop and us on so many levels alongside your regular shifts. 
Rich Reardon, the other half of this dynamic duo is great too and we thank you Rich for all 
your hard, and at times challenging, work doing the shop rota whilst David and Janet had a 
much-deserved break in Ghana.  You did a great job – thank you so much. 
 

Just a quick reminder of the 
great local Dartmoor Gin that 
the shop stocks.  As well as 
being locally produced, using 
locally botanicals, each sale 
goes to help a butterfly and bug 
charity.  Details of this can be 
found on the leaflets on the 
shop patio table.  Some of the 
bottles are so pretty they make 
great gifts or would make great 
lights when the gin has gone, 

and we also have some lovely gift packs with miniatures in that make a really nice present.   
5. 
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When Ide had a railway bridge 
Peter Joyce    
Exeter Past and Present      
Facebook Group 



 

Update on Shop Supplies 
We have always used Booker for a lot of the shop supplies that we cannot obtain from local 
suppliers and collected what products we needed on a weekly basis.  Tesco bought out 
Booker a while back and instigated some changes.  One of the changes being that we could 
not longer collect from Booker at Sowton and instead had to collect from Makro at Marsh 
Barton which in itself was not a problem.  However, then they decided to stop a lot of the 
Happy Shopper lines especially the £1 lines which were popular lines in the shop.  Instead 
they were stocking the same lines under their own branding of ‘Jacks for Tesco’.  We have 
sourced alternative lines, from different supplies, to avoid using these Jack labelled products 
as much as possible but unfortunately a few lines we have had to carry.  So if you see a 
‘Jacks for Tesco’ line in the shop it has been bought through our wholesalers nothing to do 
with us sourcing lines from Tesco.  If you need any more information on this please do not 
hesitate to ask us.             Zetta King  
 

IDE MEMORIAL HALL 
 

      If you would like to book the hall, 
please contact Carol Whitehart on 01392 
213608.  The cost is £8 per hour during 
the daytime and £10 per hour from 6pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

The village wrapped its arms around me 
many times  
I have to say 
Trauma or tragedy- it rallied round 
In its kind way. 
A burden shared 
The village cared 
I’m well aware – it saved my soul 
 
So I would like to say a loving ‘Thank 
you’ 
To everyone 
Friends, neighbours, colleagues, here…. 
Or those moved on. 
So- it’s agreed, 
In word and deed, 
My love to Ide- my heart and home! 
 
XXXX 
 
 

Ode to Ide 
 

“I can’t believe you’ve been here 50 years”  
A neighbour said 
(It certainly doesn’t feel as long as that - 
Inside my head) 
A cottage bought 
A lifestyle sought  
A moment caught-in time 
 

“We had one outside loo, no bath or shower” 
I told him “then 
We lived in half the house and bought the 
other” 
He said “when” 
The kids were small 
And I recall 
We bathed them all – in the kitchen sink! 
 

There was no playgroup, not even a 
playground 
Just the Green 
Not many groups, but then the Panto came 
You should have seen! 
Shops- there were 3 
You could get tea 
But you’ll agree -the present one’s the biz. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ide Celebrates the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee               Photos: Simon Rice 



 

 

 

  



 

Ide Primary School’s Royal Visitor 
 

It was so lovely of the queen to find time to visit us today, despite her busy 
jubilee schedule! We were especially impressed with how she displayed our 
school values, showing great teamwork when helping out with serving dinners! 
 

 

 
 

 
  

If, like me, you think that every child deserves the very best chances in life, 
please consider becoming a school governor. 

As governors at Ide we work hard to support the school in providing an enriching, 
enjoyable education for all the children. The time commitment required is less than you 
might think and the rewards are many. We need people with a wide range of experience 
and backgrounds.  If you are interested, please talk to any of our current governors (Ann 
Boyce, Dawn Chapman, Sarah Cooke, Maggie Parkes, Seb Caunter, Jemma Webb) 
You can also find out more by looking at the governors’ pages on the school website 
ide.devon.sch.uk   or email me at aboyce@ide.devon.sch.uk 
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JUBILEE CLUB 

 
On June  13th, in keeping  with the  Jubilee  Celebrations  our speaker, 
Tina  Young  spoke  of  Royal Flower Traditions through  the  Years.  We 
were  in  for  a  treat ,Tina  is an entertaining  speaker, she retrained  as a 
florist, horticulture  being  in her  family,  her Great Grandfather  was head 
Gardner at the  Torquay  Palace  Hotel, and she went  to work  at 
the  Deer  Park  Country  House  where the  flowers  are  grown  on site.  
 
Floriography, is the language of flowers, and the royal family have long made 
use of this language. Henry Tudor adopted the rose to commemorate 
the  War  of the  Roses in 1455 -1485.  
We learned that Myrtle, a symbol of beauty and love  has been  used  in 

Royal  bouquets  since 1858 when it was 
used by Queen  Victoria's  daughter.  
Our Queen  Elizabeth  favours the  lily of 
the  valley ,which  likes to  grow  in a moist 
shady spot but  can be  known  to sulk if too 
wet.   

Prince  Charles  likes delphiniums a 
lovely Hardy perennial which  can 
easily  be propagated  by taking 
basal  cuttings.  
The  Duchess  of Cornwall is fond of 
Alchemilla mollis commonly  known  as 
ladies mantle.  Tina told us   that  it was 
traditionally  believed  to  restore  virginity!  
Princess Anne  favours the  Hellebores and the  Duchess  of  Cambridge  likes 
green  and white  colours.   
There were various suggestions  of alternatives  to the use of floral foam 
possibly  that old favourite  chicken wire top of the list. Tina brought a lovely 
bunch  of flowers  for us to raffle which  was won by  John Worthington, 
quite  apprpiate because  as I write  this I notice today June  20th  is 
his  birthday.  
It is with sadness I mention  the  death  of  Audrey  Hammet. 
Best wishes  are sent  to Marge and Evanne and any other  members 
not  well.  
 

DIARY  DATES  
July  11th  we are off to Looe.We pick up in Dunsford  Hill  the bottom  at 
10.15, the  top at  10.20 and Ide 10.30. Then Alphington  at 10.40. We 
welcome  visitors  the  cost is £12 . and the contact number  07447622479 
July 25th we meet at Marge Addicot's home  in Longdown.  
No meetings  in August back  together  on September  5th         Jean Hoskin  
 



 

Ide Congregational Church 
 

What’s happening this month? 
 

Sunday Services are held at 11am each week. Our speakers this month are: 
 

July 2022 11am 

3rd   Samuel Oliver 

10th  Des Gardiner 

17th   Ruth Endacott 

24th  Adrian Dawe 

31st  Michael Trigg 

 

Other activities 
It’s back! On Thursday 7th July from 10am – 12pm we will be holding our first Coffee 
Morning since lockdown.  

If you’ve never joined us before, do come along to our Coffee Morning on 
Thursday 7th July. It runs from 10am - 12pm, so just pop in any time. 
We provide free teas, coffees and cakes with a lot of friendly chatter. 
Everyone welcome.  
 
  

Thursday 21st July at 7pm – it’s time for Coffee Chat and Challenge 
On Thursday 21st July at 7pm we will be meeting together for Coffee, Chat and Challenge 

A time for discussions and reflections relating to the Christian faith.  
Everyone welcome, and there’s always food!  

 

 

 

  

Photo   Clare Wills 
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Coffee morning at 58 High Street 
Ide in  aid of R D and E Hospital Charity  July 9th from 10 am.  

Lots of lovely cakes and bakes.  
 

Jane 
 

"JOURNEY TO THE CENTRE OF THE MOOR" 
 

Guided walk to the centre of the high moor Sat 16th July (weather permitting) 
including wild swimming option. £10 per person, limited numbers. 

Good level of fitness and walking equipment required, walking approx 6-8 hrs 
on rough terrain. 

Raising funds for Weir Meadow. 
 

Further info please email lizziealborough@hotmail.com 
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SAINT IDA’S CHURCH 

 
Sunday, 3rd July  9.30am Holy Communion                                                                  
Sunday, 10th July    9.0am  Early Bird Service 
      10.0am Morning Praise 
Sunday, 17th July    9.30am Holy Communion 
Sunday, 24th July    8am  Holy Communion 
Sunday, 31st July    10am  Holy Communion – Joint 
        Service at Ide 
 
On Sunday 10th July at 9 am we’re holding an Early Bird 
service in St. Ida’s church  
 

This service will be a family friendly short service (ending at 
9.30 am with tea, coffee, squash, etc.)  The service will be 
for people with young children and will involve some craft 
work in between with a time of reflection/chatting for the 
adults.  We would LOVE to see you!  We had our first one in 
June.      Vron Lee 
 

The Platinum Jubilee Fete – Saturday, 4th June – Ide Village Green 
It was wonderful how the village came together to celebrate the Platinum 
Jubilee at St Ida's Village Fete on June 4th.  I would like to thank all those 
involved in any way, particularly in the lending of gazebos as the rain 
threatened, the setting up, running and taking down of stalls, the running of the 
BBQ, the Bar, Tea, the Jubilee Bake off, Dog show and entertainments for all.  
The afternoon made a profit of £1800 - we will make donations to Hospiscare, 
Exeter Foodbank and the remainder will go towards the maintenance of St 
Ida's. The seamless transition into the evening entertainment run by the Parish 
Council made a very special day.  Mary Bradley 
 

31st July – This is a 5th Sunday in the month and will be a joint Service for the 
three parishes (Alphington, Shillingford and Ide) at 10am in Ide Church.  It is 
always good to meet together and join with friends from the other churches. 
 

The Churchyard – A group called “Love your Burial Ground” visited Ide 
Churchyard on the 8th June.  We were told that churchyards were the oldest 
uncultivated pieces of land in the country.  Originally they were lozenge shaped 
(it was believed that the devil hid in corners).  They often had just one memorial 
for those buried there – not individual stones.  It was suggested that the grass 
around recent graves, where relations visited, should be kept neat and tidy but 
that other areas could be allowed to re-wild although very long coarse grass 
would inhibit the growth of wild flowers. 
 

Baptisms, Weddings, etc. -  for enquiries about these please contact 
christenings@alphingtonstmichaels.org or weddings@alphingtonstmichaels.org 
Or ring the Revd Mike Partridge on 01392 491476.  
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With 4.1 million members working in over 81 countries, Mothers' Union is 
passionate about caring for families all around the world. 
 
 
 

 
Three members enjoyed the commissioning service in the Cathedral.  
It was a formal choral evensong, the choir in fine voice, and the Bishop gave a 
thoughtful sermon on the role of MU, and we all had the opportunity to chat over a 
glass of wine afterwards.  
We will be meeting at the end of June, but all seem to have been so busy with visiting 
grandchildren, the Jubilee Fete, open gardens etc. that we may take a break in July. I 
do hope you all enjoy the rest of the summer, and we will make a date for a 
fundraising coffee morning.  
With my love.  
Sue  

 

Update on St Ida’s Churchyard Grassland Management 
 

Last year saw a new grass cutting 
regime put in place for St Ida’s 
churchyard. The aim of this is to 
increase wildflower diversity and 
the overall wildlife value of the 
churchyard. There was definitely a 
flourishing of some flowers last 
year, such as hawkweeds and 
cuckoo flower and an increase in 
butterfly numbers, but docks, cow 
parsley and competitive grass 
species dominated. One year on, 
and with the benefit of last years 
work, a few changes are being 

made this year. The main change will be an earlier cut (late June/early July) to the 
main part of the churchyard. Grass growth during the late spring and summer of 2021 
was rapid and strong resulting in a tall, lush sward that collapsed in the late summer 
wind and rain. This made the late summer cut and clearance difficult, so an earlier cut 
should help prevent this. Removing the cut grass will still be a challenge, but with 
support, will hopefully be undertaken. The paths and areas around the church will 
continue to be cut on a monthly basis during the spring-summer. The vegetation in 
the eastern side of the churchyard will be left, with a cut planned here for later in the 
summer, as it was last year, and as is traditional for wildlife-rich meadows. The focus 
here will be to decrease the overall vigour of the grasses and dominance of plants 
like dock and cow parsley to enable other less competitive plants to flourish. This may 
require some seeding and additional grass cutting in the autumn. Any help with grass 
clearance / raking is always welcome and call-outs will be made in the Wild Ide / Ide 

Village Facebook group.        Richard Cottle 
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Artists in Ide 
We are fortunate to have a number of artists living in our midst and we thought you 
might be interested in finding out more about them and their work.  
One very talented, village artist Bronwen has created this beautiful design for some 
canvas bags which will be on sale at Jubilee events and then in the village shop, 
raising money for the new Ide Green Spaces. If you have not seen her work before, 
here is a little more about Bronwen in her own words. 

 
Hello fellow Ide neighbours, 
 

My name is Bronwen and I am an artist. I 
moved to Ide a year ago with my partner 
Sam and our three girls to the lovely 
Crossview Terrace. We feel very blessed to 
be living in Ide and so enthusiastic and 
delighted by all the community efforts of you 
all and want to dive in too. I look forward to 
meeting and connecting with more of you in 
the future.  
 

I've created a tote bag design to help raise 
money for Weir Meadow, the Northern Fields and the Orchard. A mug design on the way too. I hope 
the artwork will inspire you to buy one for your home. It's been great having the beautiful village of Ide 
as my muse for this project.  
 

I've run Art and Craft workshops in the community hall which have been very popular and hope to run 
art classes for children there soon too. Watch this space. My own work has various styles and have a 
few commissions underway locally including illustrating a book. Please contact me for any 
personalised Artwork you may have dreamt up. I'd love to co-create with you. Have a look at what I 
do on Instagram if you have it ~ bronwen_tyrrell_paints’ 
 
If you are an artist and would like to introduce yourself and your work in this magazine please contact 
the editors (contact details on page 1)   



 

Ide Open Gardens 
 
Thank you to everyone who came along to Ide Open Gardens. In the end we 
had seventeen open for visitors - albeit one virtually. 
 
The weather was kind to us (comparatively) and, as is often the case with Open 
Gardens, lots of people came from outside the village - including someone from 
Torquay! No, they weren’t lost… 
 
A huge debt of thanks goes to everyone who opened their garden. We know it 
took an immense amount of hard work to get them ready for the day. It is 
hugely appreciated by Ide Growers and we hope you aren’t too scarred by the 
experience. 
 
We haven’t added up the final amount we raised, but it will be close to £1000. 
That money will go towards supporting the maintenance of our Community 
Orchard and the project to develop Weir Meadow. 
 
We’ll do it again one day.  
 
Mark (on behalf of Ide Growers) 
 
 
 

  

Donations in The Poachers 

Unpacking in Poland 

15
. 



 

WEST TOWN FARM NEWS 
 

Sarah interviews Andy 
 
Sarah: So Andy, what do you love about the land at West Town Farm? 
 

Andy: The soil and land at the farm have been a passion of mine for many years. 
So much so, that in 1992 the land and animals became organic. This means it is inspected 
once a year by the Soil Association. It is also a means by which to protect the health of the 
soil for the future. 
 

Sarah: What has just happened? 
 

Andy: This year I have been lucky enough to buy the farm and secure it's future. 
 

Sarah: Hmm I thought you were already the owner? 
 

Andy: No, I have been a tenant of the Church of England since 1983. My father was a 
tenant before that and Grandad before him. 
 

Sarah: What does this mean for you? 
 

Andy: I guess it has been a dream to be able to do this since the landlord first approached 
me in 2015 about the possibility of buying the farm. I have only been lucky enough to be able 
to do this because of friends, my brother and advice and encouragement from many of you.  
 

Also the staff and volunteers at the farm have been so patient and supportive in the last 
year. It has been a mission. But after a gigantic effort it now means the future of the farm is 
secure. It's organic status can be protected, it can be kept together as one farm and provide 
access to all the people and groups that want to use it. 
 

Sarah: What does organic mean? 
 

Andy: It means that the soil, plants & permanent pastures at the farm are protected from 
pesticides and other chemicals. Biodiversity is one of the key missions at the farm, meaning 
a greater range of wild plants and animals are allowed to thrive. The cattle, who help 
preserve our species rich meadows, are treated with kindness and respect. 
 

Sarah: What does the purchase of the farm mean for the people of Ide? 
 

Andy: We are passionate about continuing to provide the highest quality fully traceable local 
organic beef to our neighbours and local restaurants and other retail outlets. We also hope 
the people of Ide will continue to enjoy open access to the countryside and woods on the 
farm trail. 
Organic Arts will carry on the wonderful work they do with the people who need their 
services. 
 

Sarah: Anything new in the pipeline? I notice you have new Bell Tents on the campsite 
 

Andy: I do have some ideas for the future but I would love to know local thoughts about the 
farm and what it can or should be. Any feedback or requests would be gratefully received as 
we go into the next phase of the farms life. hello@westtownfarm.co.uk 
As always, your support of the farm is much appreciated. 
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