
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
A new event that we hope will become yet 

another Ide ‘tradition’  
 

JULY 2024 



                                               

                             



JULY 2024 
As always lots has been 
happening in Ide and there’s lots 
more to look forward to in July. I 
know its on the cover, but please 
put the Ide Revel date into your 
dairies and calendars. We also 
hope that as many of you as 
possible will be able to come 
along to the Ide Fest (see page 
7) Articles for the July issue of 
the Ide Times should be sent to 
me, Ann Boyce email 
annboyce@talk21.com  by the 
20th Julyl.  It is always good to 
have some pictures too. 
Ann Boyce 01392 213011 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Community Shop Opening Hours:    (Tel. 410035)  

Monday – Friday  8am – 12 noon  and  1pm – 6.30pm 
Saturdays   8am – 1pm   
Sundays   9am  - 12 noon 
Bank Holidays  9am -  12 noon  

Post Office Opening Hours 
 Monday - Friday  9am - 11.45 am & 1pm - 5pm 
 Saturdays   9am - 12 noon 
    Bank Holidays  CLOSED  
******************************************************************************************** 
IDE MEMORIAL HALL - to book the hall for your event/party please contact 
Carol Whitehart on 01392 213608. 
******************************************************************************************** 
360 Bus Timetable 
Ide         7.52     10.02      12.40         14.40          
Sidwell Street, Exeter           8.14     10.20      12.58         14.58          
 

Sidwell Street, Exeter          8.25     11.15      13.15         16.15         18.05 
Ide                                        8.41     11.32      13.32         16.40         18.22 
The 360 bus no longer goes along Queen Street – it now goes along Exeter High 
Street to Sidwell Street, and returns the same way. 
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  USEFUL NUMBERS 
Community Policeman:  101 
The Parish Church - Rev Mike Partridge 01392 491476 and leave a                  
message or 07751 725306, or email: rev.mike.partridge@gmail.com 
Congregational Church: Jackie Chadwick   jacky.c@talktalk.net                    

mailto:annboyce@talk21.com


IDE PARISH COUNCIL 
idevillage.org.uk              

IDE COMMUNITY ORCHARD   
At 4.30am on Friday 21 June, a group of insomniacs and romantics met 
at the top of the orchard to watch the sun rise and mark the summer 
solstice. We are soon to install a kissing gate beside the main five bar 
gate at the entrance to the orchard, to prevent exuberant children or dogs 
running out onto the road on their way home. And a series of information 
and interpretation boards are being designed for display around the 
Orchard by the autumn. 
 

WEIR MEADOW PLAYING FIELD AND THE NORTHERN FIELDS  
The specialist grass planted in Weir Meadow has now been mown several times. It's 
coarser than we had hoped, with some bald patches because the wet spring and 
early summer did not allow the contractors to remove the first cuttings.  But it's now  
growing fast.  Four picnic tables and a bench have been assembled and installed, 
with six more tables to follow.  The artificial cricket wicket is to be laid in August; and 
the cricket and football pitch areas will be marked out in July. Plans are well in hand 
for the first annual Ide Revel, to be held on Saturday 7 September 2024. There will 
be sports activities, live music, games, food stalls and bar and much, much more – 
so look out for further details. We submitted an application in mid April for a 
Woodland Creation Planning Grant for the Northern Fields and are still awaiting a 
response. We have also submitted an application to the Sport England Movement 
Fund to pay for a wide area rotary mower, and again await their response. 
 

PLANNING MATTERS  
New Applications      
24/00843/CAN  - Canons, The Green, Ide, EX2 9RT 
Proposal: Removal of Holly Tree (areas 1-6) and Elder Tree (area 7)   
Applications awaiting a decision from TDC   
23/00463/FUL  - Stevens Farm, Ide, EX2 9FB 
Change of use of agricultural building and land to commercial use for the sales 
and maintenance of tractors.   
24/00432/MAJ - Pynes Farm, High Street, Ide, EX2 9RW   
Demolition of existing buildings and the erection of ten dwellings, associated 
access, parking, and landscaping.    
Appeal Received  
23/00054/REF Land at Ngr 290858 90284, Ide Village Road, Ide.                                                                                
Appeal against the refusal of planning application 22/00826/FUL  
Formation of yard for storage of machinery and construction materials 
and the siting of 14 secure storage containers and associated 
landscaping (retrospective). Inspector's decision awaited.  
Decided Applications  
None received 
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The next meeting of Ide Parish Council is on Wednesday 17 July 2024 
at 7.30pm in Ide Memorial Hall 
                                          
CONTACT DETAILS                                                                                                              
Clerk – Mel Liversage 01392 259024 ideparishclerk@gmail.com                                                                             
Chair – Nick Bradley 01392 420616 
nickbradley.ideparishcouncil@gmail.com      

 
 

IDE COMMUNITY SHOP & POST OFFICE 
 

 
Apologies that we had to change the date of the AGM. The new date is Friday 20th 
September in the Village Hall at 8pm.  Do come along and hear about the last year 
in shop world if you can. 
Are you new to the village?  Have you visited the 
shop yet? If you haven’t, we would love to see you 
and give you a warm welcome and show you the 
shop and the wide range of local and other 
products that we stock.  Please don’t fall for the line 
that community shops are more expensive: on a lot 
of lines like Burt’s Crisps we are the cheapest in the 
area, including Sainsbury’s by quite an amount.   
We regularly check our prices against the 
supermarkets and lately a lot of lines – including 
branded lines are actually cheaper here - and that 
is before you take into account the fuel and time 
savings.   Also, by supporting the shop you support 
other community activities in the village that the 
shop support as well as a great number of local 
growers and producers.  Also, the shop is the hub 
of the village and a great place to meet people and hear all what is happening in the 
village.  You are a person in the shop – not a beep through the till like impersonal 
supermarkets. 
There are lots of ways to get involved in the shop both up front and behind the 
scenes and we welcome all sorts of people to join our happy team – and there is a 
niche and role for everyone – with as much or as little commitment as you like.  We 
are very blessed and fortunate to have some great people who have worked hard 
for the shop for a very long time – but at some point they will need to retire and have  
a well-deserved rest, so we welcome interest from anyone who might want to help in 
specific role in the shop, or have  a set skill base to do a role that needs to be done 
each week. These roles are vital to shop life but are not widely known.  So again, do 
tell us if you have a skill or trade that could be useful to keep the mechanism of shop 
life turning long into the future. 
A reminder that the postman has to leave us at 5pm and is on a tight schedule so 
cannot hang around for late post.  So please do come down as early as you can so 
we can get your post away.  Don’t forget with our new extended opening you can 



avoid the afterschool rush as well now by coming down earlier.   We get good 
commission from the Post Office on banking transactions at no cost to our 
customers.  So please do consider using us if you can as every extra banking 
transaction really does help the shop. 

 We still have over 350 of our handmade cloth bags out and about in the village 
somewhere.  People kindly donated the fabric to make these bags and Janet 
organised a fabulous team to make them so they could be of use to our customers 
and we could eliminate plastic bags from the shop but sadly people are not returning 
them.  Please can you check your cars, sheds and cupboards etc to see if you have 
one (or more) of our cloth bags and bring it back to the shop  - ideally to fill up and 
reuse as that is what they were meant for.  Thank you for your help on this.    

Zetta 
 

 
 
  

 
Got a Motorcycle? Full licence or L plates, male or female, young or old  

as long as it’s two wheels it doesn’t matter. 
We have created a relaxed friendly local motorcycle club based in Ide and 
are looking for members to join and get involved. Anyone can arrange ride 
outs near or far, or just a quick coffee stop at Bridge.  So, if you are local, 
or based in or around the surrounding areas of Ide please give me a text 
or a call and find out more. We have a private Facebook group and a 
WhatsApp group chat so please make sure you have one or both of the 
mentioned platforms and get involved.  

Thank you and ride safe. 
Paul - 07790 591289 
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Ide Art Group 

    Eve Jennings 1925-2024 

 
Penny Smith 



Penny Smith founded the Ide Art Group. A talented artist herself, she 
inspired and helped everyone else enjoy and improve their work over many 
years. We were sad when she moved back to her beloved Cornwall to join 
her 2 daughters, but delighted that she still keeps in contact and 
occasionally pops in to see how we are getting on. She did rather more 
than that last week coming in to give us a day’s workshop. We all found the 
harbour scene she did with us challenging but all agreed that we learned a 
lot, finding her (to no one’s surprise) to be a very good teacher. We are 
pleased that she also very much enjoyed the experience and will we hope 
return to challenge us again soon. 

 

This was our challenge! 

 

 

Ide Art Group meets in 
the Memorial Hall, every 
Tuesday from 10am-12 
noon. Anyone is welcome 
to join us by just 
turning up. Mostly we 
work on our own 
individual pieces but 
occasionally we have full 
day workshops led by a 
visiting artist. The 
calendar for these is 
displayed in the Hall 
together with details as 
to how to join us for one 
of these sessions. 
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Ide School News 
 

Thank you to everyone who so generously 
sponsored me for my Great West Run.  
I managed to raise £1250 for Friends of 
Ide School - which was way more than I 
had hoped for! 
The run itself was really enjoyable. I wore 
a t-shirt covered with encouraging 
messages from Ide School children and 
made sure to eat any jelly babies offered 
or hands held out for ‘high fives’.  
I know FIS and Ide School also really 
appreciate your support and it’s great that 
so many people in the village contributed to 
a fantastic cause.      Mark Thomas 
 

 
 
 

The staff and children hugely 
appreciate that Mark wanted 
to run the Great West Run to 
support the school and are 
amazed and overwhelmed by 
how much he raised, with the 
support of the local 
community. The children will be 
involved, along with FIS, in 
deciding how this significant 
amount of money will be spent 
to bring even more fun and 
enjoyment to school.  
Even if you no longer have 
children at the school or have 
no previous connection with 
the school, please know that 
you will be very welcome to 
join us at the FIS Fest on 
Friday 19 July 
Alice Purcell (Headteacher) 
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IDE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

What’s happening this month 
 

Sunday Services are held at 11am each week. Our speakers this month are: 
 

July 2024 11am 
7th    Church with a Difference – see below 

14th  Maurice Hockridge 
21st   Adrian Dawe 
28th  Don Edmonds 

 
Other activities 
 

Sunday 2nd June - Church with a Difference 
Come and join us on the first Sunday of the month for Church with a Difference. 
Every first Sunday we will be meeting at our normal time of 11am to explore our 
Spiritual Journeys.  
 

On Sunday 7th July we will be looking at 

Join us for Morning Tea and Pancakes 
 

Whether you follow a traditional Christian faith, have your own personal beliefs or 
are exploring the meaning of Spirituality from one of the great world traditions, you 
will be welcome to join us in this informal laid back worship service. Each month 
‘’Church with a Difference’’ will be what it says on the tin, it will be different. So why 
not come along and join us, you will be very welcome. Something for all ages!  
 
On Thursday 4th July from 10am – 12pm we will be holding our usual Coffee 
Morning.  

If you’ve never joined us before, do come along to our Coffee Morning 
on Thursday 4th July.   It runs from 10am - 12pm, so just pop in any 
time. 
We provide free teas, coffees and cakes with a lot of friendly chatter. 

Everyone welcome.  
 
On Thursday 18th July at 7pm – it’s time for Coffee Chat and Challenge 
On Thursday 18th July at 7pm we will be meeting together for Coffee, Chat and 
Challenge 

A time for discussions and reflections relating to the Christian faith. 
This month we’re looking at Mark chapter 6 in the bible  

Everyone welcome, and there’s always food!  
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Church With A Difference Sunday 7th June 2024 
The Eco Crisis 

 
A ‘Symphony to the Senses’ greeted us 
on arrival; Spring sunshine flooded 
through the windows filling the chapel 
with warmth and light; a mouth- 
watering aroma of toasted treats 
drifted through the air; the buzz of 
lively chatter and laughter filled our 
ears and a table laden with toasted 
treats and every imaginable spread 
delighted our eyes!                    

 

 

 

orange marmalade 

chocolate spread 

chocolate and orange 
spread 

strawberry jam 

honey 

peanut butter and 

LOVE IT OR HATE 
IT – MARMITE! 

 

 
 
 
 
Children’s Activity: 
Decorate a Balloon. 
Noah, in keeping with the theme 
of the service, chose a blue 
balloon to represent the world’s 
oceans and seas, which are 
becoming increasingly polluted.  
He then, very diligently, filled 
the oceans with all manner of 
sea creatures: dolphins, whales, 
sharks, turtles, seahorses, 
penguins, octopi, crabs and fish. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And completed his art work 
with an ocean picture! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       Well done Noah! 

Christianity teaches that God created 
the world, giving humans a special place 
and a purpose in it. Most Christians 
believe that the purpose of humanity is 
to look after the world that God 
created – that we are ‘custodians’ not 
owners.  The current ECO crisis clearly 
indicates that we are not doing a very 
good job!  So, how can we respond to 
the crisis?  What can we ‘ordinary folk’ 
do to help lessen the impact? Discussing 
this in groups around the tables was the 
task given to the adults. 

These are just some of the ideas put 
forward: 
• Grow food and buy local 
• Plant wildflowers  
• Recycle and re-use 
• Use rain water to water gardens 
• Fill a kettle with what is required 
• Don’t keep tap running when brushing 
your teeth 
• Switch off TV’s and lights when not in 
use 
• Use less water - fill the kettle with 
required amount, take shorter showers,  
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If you have any other tips you wish to share, note them down and post them through the 
chapel door and they’ll be included in the next report. 
Steve Voysey reported that, on a recent visit to his farm, Devon Wildlife Trust identified 
75 species of wildflower in one of his meadows, which is excellent news for the bees and 
butterflies and for the planet! And, on that encouraging and heartening note and after a 
rousing rendition of the traditional hymn ‘How Great Thou Art’, we stepped out into the 
glorious sunshine with a ‘spring’ in our step and headed for home.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JUBILEE CLUB 
 

As I write this, I am reminded it’s the Summer Solstice and we have been blessed 
with warm sunny days. 
It was time to be off to Longdown Hall on June 10th for our Strawberry Tea. 
Helpers were there early busy preparing the delicious local strawberries and the 
afternoon was well-supported. Children from Christow Primary school came to 
entertain us with their singing. Led by Rebecca Squire there was a challenging 
selection of songs, a solo sung in Latin and they had us joining in with the chorus of 
“Cockles and Mussels”.  
Our resident poet Nora read an amusing ditty “Scottish Mother’s letter to her son”.  
Thanks to everyone for the wonderful support for the draw and stall. 
Not being a resident of Ide myself I would like to add my thanks to Ann, Brenda and 
helpers for the work to produce and deliver the Ide Times. I will just add my 
connection, my Great Grandparents lived and farmed at Drake's Farm. 
 

Diary Dates  
 

July 8th  Outing to Padstow leaving Ide at 10.30 am. Fare £20   we welcome your 
support without which these trips would not be possible . 

July 22nd  A meeting to be held either at the home of Marge Addicot or 
                    Longdown Village Hall dependant on the weather. There will be a quiz. 
No meetings in August  
September 2nd, We meet again with Bingo. 
 
Any enquiries, ring me on 07447622479.     Jean Hoskin 
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Did You Know? 
 
That according to the UN’s Environment Programme, it 
takes approximately 3,781 litres of water to 
manufacture one pair of jeans!!! 

Have You Heard About TERRaCYCLE? 
They recycle the unrecyclable – even  

 



 
SAINT IDA’S CHURCH	

 
Sunday, 7th July       Trinity 6  9.30am Holy Communion          
Sunday, 14th July     Trinity 7      9.30am Morning Praise 
Sunday, 21st July      Trinity 8  9.30am Holy Communion 
Sunday, 28th July      Trinity 9  8am  Holy Communion 
 

Fete on the 8th June – Thank you to everyone who made it such a successful 
occasion.  Two tents were put up on the Friday and the rest on the Saturday 
morning.  Tables, chairs and hay-bales arrived as well as bunting on the Saturday 
and by 2pm the Green was crowded with people, children and dogs.  Our thanks go 
to Richard Sharman who was the judge for the Dog Show and his able helpers.  The 
coconut shy and hoopla were great attractions and Zetta had some fun activities for 
the children too.  The teas, bar and BBQ all did a roaring trade and not much was 
left by the end of the afternoon.  We all enjoyed the tug-o-war and egg throwing.  
 

The afternoon raised £2,200.  The money raised by the bar went directly to Ide 
Green Spaces and is not included in the £2,200.  The money raised by selling the 
eggs, together with £300, is being donated to Exeter Food Bank and a decision will 
be made within the next few days regarding other charities to be supported.  The 
event is only possible because so many people are kind enough to give up their time 
and energy to make it such a success.  Thank you. 
 
Sabbatical – Mike Partridge will be on sabbatical leave during July, August and 
September.  During his absence Adrian Butland, our Curate, and Vron Lee will be 
taking Communion Services.  We hope that Mike will enjoy his sabbatical and find it 
a rewarding and stimulating time.  We understand that he will be doing a pilgrimage 
through Spain to Santiago de Compostela by bike at some stage during the three 
months.  We hope it won’t be too hot and that he doesn’t get a puncture! 
 

Baptisms, Weddings, etc. -  for enquiries about these please contact 
christenings@alphingtonstmichaels.org or weddings@alphingtonstmichaels.org 
Or ring the Revd Mike Partridge on 01392 491476. 
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IDE COMMUNITY ORCHARD 
Well done to everyone who made it up the hill for our second ‘Solstice watch’. The 
sun (eventually) came up. It was lovely seeing so many people - it was just a pity the 
sun chose to hide behind clouds for so long… 
It was very special to hear the birds start their day and watch the bats finish theirs. 

See you same time next year for more early morning shenanigans!  
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Anyone visiting the Orchard can’t fail to have noticed how high the grass is. We’re 
planning to cut it just once this year - and to take as much of the cut grass away. 
This will hopefully encourage more wild flowers. We’re also planning to plant lots 
more bulbs in the autumn - and will be keen for volunteers to help us bring more 
colour to the Orchard. 

The orchard is full of birdsong right now and I can recommend using an app called 
‘Merlin’ next time you are up there. It identifies the many birds who fly over, hang out 
there or call it home. 
Over the next few months watch out for a Kissing Gate to make the entrance a bit 
safer. 
We hope you enjoyed the Northern Lights photos taken in the Orchard back in May. 
While I would love to take the credit for them, they were actually taken by Chris 
Rice. Great pix, Chris! 
 
Mark Thomas on behalf of Ide Community Orchard  
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Hill Crest Rewilding 

 

Today we were very pleased to 
host a site visit by members of 
Devon Rewilding Network and 
others, explaining the history of 
the site at Hill Crest and 
showing them the ongoing 
nature restoration work we 
started back in 2012, including 
the woodland planted with 
Moor Trees in 2017/18. There 
were delicious cakes and 
much discussion about 
rewilding, people, sheep, and 
wolves! It was a very enjoyable 
and inspiring day. Thank you to 

all involved in organising it and helping out. 

Richard and Kate Morley 
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Some of us from Ide took the ‘long’ drive out to Longdown (well it would have been 
shorter if we hadn’t missed Kate’s strategically placed sign) to find out how Kate and 
Richard’s rewilding project is progressing.  It was a totally fascinating day and we all 
learned a lot about the potential of rewilding to heal the natural world.  

Last year’s State of Nature report lays bare the stark fact that nature is still seriously 
declining across the UK, a country that is already one of the most nature depleted in 
the world. Since 1970 UK species have declined by nearly 20% on average, and 
almost 1 in 6 species are now threatened with extinction. It was genuinely inspiring to 
find out how one couple’s dedication to reversing this decline and the dedication of all 
the others involved in larger and smaller projects across the country is making a 
difference. The importance of connectedness was also made clear, working with 
neighbouring land and garden owners to create the wildlife corridors essential for 
sustainable wildlife populations. If you missed the event but would like to know more 
about the project’s successes, you can find out more on Rewilding Hill Crest’s 
facebook page. Like many of you, I worry about the world we are leaving our children 
and grandchildren and the impact on mental wellbeing that is already affecting them. 
We need the good news and hope which projects like this can provide. 
The cream tea with wonderful scones and brownies also did a lot for morale! Many 
many thanks to everyone involved.    (Editor) 
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WEST TOWN FARM NEWS 
Local, Organic, Sustainable  

 
 
It's mid June and we have a lovely bit of sunshine for a few days. 
kjprovide food for the cattle and sheep in the winter.  We need 5 days 
of sunshine and no rain. It's a risk because the weather forecast 
seems to change at the drop of a hat these days. If it rains on the 
grass after 2 days, the grass deteriorates in feed value considerably; basically the 
nutrients of the grass/ hay get washed into the soil. So fingers crossed for the 
farmers.  
ac 
June is my favourite month of the year; full of hope, new life, growth and bounty. 
The flowers at the farm are all out in bloom. The honeysuckle and the roses in the 
farmyard are looking gorgeous.   
 
The first young swallows are fledgeling and 
finding their first wings. The swallows love our 
old farm buildings to make their nests. 
Especially the farm shop, which is always a bit 
of a surprise when walking in.  
 
Kate and Simon have finished lambing the 
sheep now and the calving the calves finished 
in May. Now all she has to do is to keep them 
fit and healthy. Looking after 70 lambs and their 
mums and 10 calves and their mums as a 
stockperson this is a fulltime job. 
 
The bell tents are up in Easterbrooks, they look 
amazing. These will be available soon to hire. 
Keep an eye on our facebook.  
 
The farm shop is full of sausages (you must try the sage and red onion…amazing!), 
mince, steaks and our homemade burgers. We also stock a variety of chocolate, 
soft drinks, local honey, eggs and milk. Pop in for a gander and also stop to take in 
all the birds in the yard.  
 
Grace Barrington- Events , marketing and meat sales manager 
West Town Farm, Ide, Exeter, EX2 9TG 
T: (01392) 811257  | www.westtownfarm.co.uk 
 
 
Printed by Philip Tucker  parishmagazineprinting.co.uk 
To advertise contact – lauraanddoug.bell@btinternet.com 
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